PROGEEDINSS 

OF   THE 

BOSTONIAN  SOCIETY 

AT  THE 

Annual  Meeting,  January  14,  1908. 


Digitized  by  tine  Internet  Arciiive 

in  2010  with  funding  from 

Boston  Library  Consortium  IVIember  Libraries 


Iittp://www.arcliive.org/details/proceedingsofbos1908bost 


PROCEEDINGS 


BOSTONIAN  SOCIETY 


Annual  Meeting,  January  14,  1908. 


BOSTON: 

old  state  house. 

Published  by  Order  of  the  Society, 

M  C  M  VIII. 


CONTENTS. 


II. 

III. 

IV. 

V. 

VI. 

VII. 

VIII. 

IX. 

X. 

XI. 

XII. 

XIII. 

XIV. 

XV. 

XVI. 

XVII. 


Annual  Meeting  and   Address   of  the   Presi- 
dent        ....... 

Report  of  the  Directors  . 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Library 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Rooms 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Publications 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Nominations 


Report  of  the  Treasurer 

Special  Funds 

Additions  to  the  Society's  Library  . 
Additions  to  the  Society's  Collections 
Officers  since  Organization 
Officers  for  1908       .... 
Rolls  of  Membership 

Charter 

By-Laws         ...... 


5 
16 

24 

25 
27 

28 
31 


The   Old   State   House,    and   its   Predecessor 

THE  First  Town  House,  by  Charles  F.  Read        32 


SI 

^Z 

54 
57 

59 
60 
61 

77 
78 


Committee  on  Publications. 


John  W.  Farwell. 
RuFus  G.  F.  Candage. 


Edward  B.  Reynolds. 
Albert  Matthews. 


BOSTONIAN   SOCIETY. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH   ANNUAL   MEETING. 


|HE  Twenty-seventh  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Bostonian  Society  was  held  in  the  Council 
Chamber  of  the  Old  State  House,  Boston, 
on  Tuesday,  January  14,  1908,  at  3  P.  M., 
in  accordance  with  a  notice  mailed  to  every 
member. 

President  James  F.  Hunnewell  occupied  the  chair,  and  the 
records  of  the  last  annual  and  monthly  meetings  were  read 
by  the  Clerk,  and  approved. 

President  Hunnewell  then  delivered  his  Annual  Address,  as 
follows  :  — 

PRESIDENT    HUNNEWELL'S   ADDRESS. 

Fellow  Members  of  the  Bostonian  Society : 

Through  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  the  Bostonian 
Society  has  actively  engaged  in  its  great  purpose  of  collecting 
and  saving  the  various  materials  of  the  history  of  Boston  and 
its  inhabitants.  It  has  done  its  full  part  in  preserving  our 
oldest  civic  building,  associated  with  our  corporate  life  almost 
from  the  beginning.  It  has  gathered  a  library  of  books, 
pamphlets,  and  other  printed  matter,  and  also  portraits,  local 
maps  and  views,  of  great  rarity  and  value,  and  a  large  number 
of  objects  that  farther  illustrate  local  life.     In  addition,  under 


its  auspices  many  papers  on  its  history  and  people  have  been 
read  at  its  meetings  and  made  public,  and  not  a  few  of  these 
papers  have  been  printed  by  the  Society. 

Continuing  the  series,  this  Address  will  offer  remarks, 
necessarily  brief,  on  a  class  of  Boston  men,  prominent,  impor- 
tant, and  valuable  in  their  time,  but  now  passed  from  general 
thought.  They  formed  what  might  be  called  our  literary 
class  in  the  eighteenth  century,  before  the  Revolution, — they 
were  the  Boston  Ministers.  Not  only  were  they  by  far  the 
most  productive  writers  in  that  period,  but  they  were  at  the 
same  time  the  influential  teachers  and  speakers. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century  our  lit- 
erary class  included,  it  may  be,  a  larger  proportion  of  the 
laity.  Its  productions,  very  fairly  numerous  and  varied,  are 
interesting  and  important  in  themselves,  and  as  the  begin- 
nings of  American  Literature.  Consideration  of  them  would 
at  least  fill  a  special  paper. 

By  far  the  most  productive  writers  and  publishers  that  per- 
haps we  ever  had,  whose  works  appeared  in  each  of  the  periods 
named,  were  the  Mathers,  Increase  and  Cotton,  father  and  son. 
They  are,  really,  a  class  by  themselves,  and  it  would  be  a  long 
single  paper  that  would  treat  of  them.  Samuel,  son  of  Cotton, 
enumerated  three  hundred  and  eighty-two  printed  works  by  his 
father,  and  it  has  been  said  that  the  number  was  greater. 
Most  of  them  were  small  in  size  and  in  edition ;  still,  as  the 
works  of  a  Boston  author  of  remarkable  industry,  learning  and 
prominence,  they  impress  us  not  alone  by  their  number,  but  by 
their  great  rarity  for  a  long  time  past.  Probably  the  most 
successful  collector  of  them  in  or  near  our  time,  the  late 
George  Brinley  of  Hartford,  who,  in  the  nature  of  things,  can 
never  again  be  surpassed,  had  one  hundred  and  thirteen  works 
by  Increase,  and  two  hundred  and  twenty-two  by  Cotton  — 
about  59  per  cent,  of  the  list  by  Samuel.  Each  of  our  oldest 
Historical  Societies,  as  the  result  of  nearly  a  century  of  col- 
lecting, has  almost  as  many. 

Their  profession  and  disposition  led  the  Mathers  to  write 
chiefly  on   theology  or  doctrine,  but  they  in  other  ways  ex- 


pressed  the  thought  of  their  times,  and  also  made  important 
contributions  to  our  historical  literature.  Cotton  Mather  even 
wrote  verse  in  his  earlier  years,  publishing  a  poem  on  Presi- 
dent Urian  Oakes  in  1682,  and  an  elegy  on  Collins  in  1685. 
Each  of  these  works,  in  small  and  thin  quarto,  has  for  a  long 
while  been  known  by  only  one  copy.  The  two  were  reprinted 
by  the  Club  of  Odd  Volumes  in  1896,  and  the  present  speaker 
had  the  pleasant  sensation  of  preparing  them  for  the  press,  — 
a  reissue  of  works  by  a  Boston  poet  for  the  first  time  in  over 
two  centuries  after  they  had  first  appeared,  and  when  the 
world  had  almost  forgotten  them. 

Turning  our  attention  to  the  main  subject  of  this  Address, 
we  consider  the  printed  works  by  the  Boston  Ministers  during 
the  earlier  three-quarters  of  the  eighteenth  century.  There 
was,  especially  considering  the  population  and  the  length  of 
not  a  few  pastorates,  a  goodly  number  of  these  reverend  au- 
thors and  of  their  publications.  Some  five  and  twenty  years 
ago  I  became  interested  in  them,  and  in  due  time  made  a 
classified  list  both  of  authors  and  of  works.  Omitting  the 
two  earlier  Mathers,  there  appeared  sixty-one  ministers,  seven 
of  whom  were  represented  by  only  one  title,  and  by  nineteen 
no  work  was  found,  leaving  thirty-five  whose  works  ranged 
from  a  few  to  about  a  hundred  by  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Colman 
of  Brattle  Street  (i  700-1 747).  By  these  thirty-five  appeared 
five  hundred  and  fifty-seven  publications,  —  a  number  that 
might,  perhaps,  be  more  or  less  slightly  altered. 

Written  by  ministers,  these  works,  as  already  remarked, 
were  chiefly  on  religious  subjects ;  and  in  their  time  such 
subjects  had  a  far  wider  consideration  than  they  might  now 
have.  Subjects  of  general  interest  and  public  affairs  were  how- 
ever treated  to  a  notable  extent,  and  to  these  we  confine  our 
attention,  making  only  a  passing  allusion  to  an  interesting 
and  really  important  class,  partly  religious  and  to  some  extent 
biographical,  more  represented  then  than  now,  —  Memorial 
Discourses  after  the  deaths  of  prominent  persons,  as  subjects 
of  such  Discourses  were  almost  sure  to  be.     Exception  is  to 
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be  made  to  a  moderate  number  of  Sermons  preached  to  con- 
demned criminals  before  their  execution,  a  custom  then  though 
not  now  in  vogue.  Judging  by  prices  paid  in  our  more  en- 
hghtened  age,  such  Sermons  are  among  the  valued  and  precious 
works  of  their  time. 

Let  us  now  turn  our  attention  to  a  few  of  the  more  prominent 
authors  and  some  of  their  works,  and  then  to  public  or  histori- 
cal subjects  treated  by  many. 

Naturally,  we  begin  with  the  First  Church.  Its  old  wooden 
Meeting  House  stood  on  the  square  area  now  covered  by  the 
Rogers  Building  but  a  few  yards  nearly  west  of  us,  until  it 
was  burned  in  the  great  fire  October  2,  171 1.  Here  the  Rev- 
erend Benjamin  Wadsworth  was  Pastor  (1696  to  1725).  In 
1 714  were  published  in  one  small  volume  five  sermons  by  him ; 
the  first  being  the  last  delivered  in  the  old  building,  September 
30,  171 1 ;  the  next  at  the  (Old)  South,  the  first  Lord's  Day 
after  the  fire ;  the  third  at  a  Fast  kept  there  December  1 8, 
occasioned  by  the  Burning;  the  fourth,  May  3,  171 3,  being 
the  first  in  the  new  Brick  Meeting  House  on  the  same  site ; 
and  the  fifth  at  a  Thanksgiving,  November  12,  171 3,  for  its 
provision.  A  Preface  gave  "  some  Account  of  the  Fire,"  and 
we  wish  the  account  was  much  more  in  detail,  for  a  subject 
that  especially  interests  us  was  involved  :  it  only  states  that 
the  fire  "laid  Defolate  "  the  Town  House.  Still,  we  have  no 
better  account.  "The  Old  Meeting  Hotife,"  it  is  stated,  had 
been  "made  ufe  of  for  Publick  Worfhip  dhout  Seventy-One 
Years ;  Confidering  the  Place  where  it  was,  and  how  many 
Wooden  Buildings  were  near  it,  'twas  a  wonder  of  Providence 
it  ftood  fo  long."  This  statement  is  probably  applicable  to 
the  Town  House.  The  fire  extended  from  Spring  Lane,  along 
both  sides  of  the  present  Washington  Street  to  the  Dock,  and 
into  several  adjoining  streets. 

On  this  subject  the  Rev.  Dr.  Increase  Mather  at  the  North 
End  preached  his  sermon  entitled  "Burnings  Bewailed"  (171 1). 
He  gave  few  details,  but  remarked  (p.  34),  "  If  the  wind  (which 
the  Lord  holds  in  his  fift)  had  then  been  fo  high  as  fince  that 
fatal  night  it  has  been,  few  Houfes  would  have  been  left  ftand- 


ing  in  Bofton."  The  North  End  had  been  almost  deserted  and 
unguarded  from  flying  cinders.  The  fire  in  171 1  was  impor- 
tant not  only  by  its  size  and  destruction  of  the  Town  House, 
but  also  as  Boston  then  had  one  of  its  narrowest  escapes  from 
utter  destruction. 

Mr.  Wadsworth's  publications  were  numerous ;  over  fifty 
appeared  in  the  eighteenth  century,  nearly  all  on  religious  sub- 
jects, and  in  very  small-sized  volumes.  From  1725  to  173 7> 
when  he  died,  he  was  President  of  Harvard. 

Associated  with  him,  and  succeeding  him  (17 17-1769),  was 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Foxcroft,  also  a  graduate  of  Harvard.  He 
had  the  historic  instinct,  and  was  distinguished  for  courtesy 
and  learning.  At  the  age  of  thirty-three,  as  soon  as  the  course 
of  time  gave  the  opportunity,  he  observed  our  earliest  Cen- 
tennial in  his 

Observations  Hiftorical  and  Pradlical  on  the  Rife  and  Primitive 
State  of  New  England,  with  a  fpecial  Reference  to  the  Old  or  firft 
gather'd  Church  in  Bofton.  A  Sermon  preach'd  to  the  faid  Con- 
gregation Aug.  23.  1730.  Being  the  laft  Sabbath  of  the  firft  Cen- 
tury fince  its  Settlement. 

His  text  was  from  Matthew  xiii :  31,  32  :  — 

The  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  like  to  a  Grain  of  Mufiard-Seed,  which 
■a  man  took  andfowed  in  his  fields  which  indeed  is  the  leafl  of  all  feeds ; 
but  when  it  is  grown,  it  is  the  greatefl  among  herbs,  and  becometh  a 
Tree;  fo  that  the  Birds  of  the  air  come  and  lodge  in  the  branches 
thereof. 

This  sermon  is  a  noble  one ;  a  copy  of  it  is  now  a  rarity, 
and  it  is  seldom  quoted,  so  that  we  may  well  repeat  a  few  of 
its  words  :  — 

Our  Forefathers  [it  says,   p.   13]   were   a  defpis'd   Handful  of 

Men ; They  were  in  a  Wildernefs-Condition  ;  feeing  nothing 

round  them  but  uncultivated  Wilds  and  favage  Creatures ;  diftant 
a  thoufand  Leagues  from  their  native  Country,  ....  and  for  a 
while  without  any  Vicinity  of  chriftian  habitation,  ....  enduring 
various  Hardftiips,  Wants  and  Straights ;  meeting  with  fore  Loffes. 
....  Innumerable  Evils  compaffed  them  about They  dearly 
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purchaf 'd  ....  Gofpel-Privileges  and  religious  Liberties,  where  [as 
is  added  later,  p.  45],  (as  they  were  wont  to  fay)  they  efteem'd  — 
browji  Bread  and  the  Go/pel  good  Fair. 

Their  trials  and  their  perseverance  were  rewarded. 

The  Country  flourifh'd ;  .  .  .  .  This  Town  filled  very  fall  with 
People,  and  waxed  rich,  and  made  an  eminent  Figure  among  the 
Tribes  of  our  Ifrael.  A  wafte  howling  Wildernefs  became  a  pleafant 
Habitation  (p.  15). 

In  the  brick  Meeting  House  —  then  new  across  the  way, 
now  shown  us  in  old  prints,  square,  plain,  three-storied — under 
its  pyramid  roof,  quaint  cupola,  and  flagstaff -like  steeple,  started 
the  multitudinous  American  Centennials,  begun  by  the  great 
old  Boston  Minister.  Other  Historical  discourses  by  him  will 
be  mentioned  hereafter. 

We  may  here  add  that,  also  as  soon  as  the  course  of  time 
allowed,  there  was  another  notable  Boston  centennial  discourse, 
that  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company,  preached 
by  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Colman  of  Brattle  Street  in  1738. 

At  a  little  distance  along  the  street  stood,  and  still  stands, 
the  Old  South  built  in  1729-30.  Minister  there  for  forty 
years  (1718  to  1758),  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  men 
and  historians  of  the  eighteenth  century  in  New  England,  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Prince.  Through  life  he  collected  historical  ma- 
terial, and  in  1736  published  the  first  volume  of  his  Chrono- 
logical History  of  New  England.  Unfortunately  he  followed 
the  example  of  the  earliest  writers  of  history  in  the  fifteenth 
century,  and  began  with  the  Creation  ;  consequently  these 
annals  of  New  England  reached  only  the  date  of  September, 
1630.  A  second  volume,  begun  in  parts,  was  not  completed. 
Mr.  Prince  preached  several  sermons  of  an  historical  nature 
that  were  printed.  Notable  among  them,  and  all  sermons  in 
Boston,  appeared  ^^  The  Salvations  of  God"  in  1746,  "  fet 
forth  in  a  sermon  At  the  South  QutrcJi  in  Bojlon^  Nov.  27, 
1746,"  Thanksgiving  Day. 

While  a  religious  discourse,  it  is  to  a  larger  extent  historical, 
showing  how  vitally  we  here  were  affected  and  controlled  by 
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affairs  of  Europe,  —  Continental  as  well  as  British,  —  and 
how  intimately,  indeed,  we  were  involved  in  them.  Of  that 
memorable  year  we  are  fully  told  the  great  events  and  Provi- 
dences, including  the  greatest  deliverance  Boston  ever  had, 
and  told  with  eloquence,  and  impressive  demonstration  of 
the  majesty  and  appropriateness  of  Biblical  language  that  is 
quoted. 

The  widely  spread  wars  of  the  Austrian  Succession,  with 
trials  and  perils  to  the  British  Empire  of  which  we  were  part, 
are  described,  and  then  the  great  Armada  that  closely  and  dan- 
gerously threatened  us.  Reprisal  for  loss  of  Louisburg  and 
Cape  Breton  was  attempted  by  France,  and  the  largest  fleet 
ever  directed  against  these  shores  sailed  westward  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1746.  At  departure,  said  French  officers  (p.  33),  "they 
were  ninety  feven  Sail,  thirty  of  which  were  Men  of  War ;  they 
had  forty  thoufand  Arms,"  large  supplies  for  the  Indians,  and 
sea  and  land  forces  of  many  thousand  men. 

"  But,"  said  Mr.  Prince  (p.  27),  "  Let  us  now  ftand  ftill  and 
fee  the  Salvations  of  God  in  North  America^  And  he  nar- 
rates how  the  "Judgements  of  Heaven"  attended  the  fleet. 
From  inception  to  end  there  was  mismanagement  by  delays 
and  wrong  course.  Great  storms  beset  it,  so  that  it  was  "  dif- 
perfed  in  the  midft  of  the  Ocean,"  and  again  "  near  the  Shoals 
of  the  Ifle  of  Sables,  the  moft  dangerous  Place  in  all  their  Paff- 
age  "  (p.  28).  Fogs  perplexed  them ;  and  throughout,  especi- 
ally when  the  relics  of  the  fleet  reached  ''  Jebitdla,  mortal 
Sicknefs  "  caused  hundreds,  even  thousands  to  die.  Admiral 
"  Duke  UAnville,  and  then  Vice  Admiral  EJiournell"  died, 
both,  it  was  thought,  by  suicide  caused  by  despair.  A  small 
number  only  of  ships  and  men  finally  reached  France. 

"  But  we  will  fing  to  the  Lord,"  exclaimed  the  Puritan  Minister, 
"for  he  hath  triumphed  glorioufly:  He  hath  thrown  our  Enemies 

into  the  Sea  (p.  34) Before  him  went  the  Peftilence,  .... 

I  faw  the  Tents  of  ChuJIian  in  Affli6lion,  and  the  Curtains  of  the 

Land    of  Midian   did  tremble Thou  wenteft  forth   for  the 

Salvation  of  thy  People :  .  .  .  .  Thou  didll  walk  through  the  Sea 
with  thine  Horfes." 
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Longfellow,  in  his  Ballad  of  the  French  Fleet,  has  thrillingly 
told  perhaps  the  most  dramatic  event  in  the  whole  history  of 
the  great  peril  and  deliverance.  He  evidently  had  read  the 
sermon  that  states  how  a  day  of  Prayer  through  the  Province 
had  been  appointed  for  October  i6th  (p.  30),  dca^  ^Uhat  very 
Night  ....  the  glorious  God  entirely  baffled  all  their  Pur- 
pofes  ....  He  mightily  arofe,  and  wrought  a  full  Salvation 
for  us."  A  second  gale  encountered  by  the  French  off  Sable 
Island  arose  even  while  the  minister  prayed  in  the  Old  South. 
As  the  poet  makes  him  say, 

And  even  as  I  prayed 

The  answering  tempest  came  ; 
It  came  with  a  mighty  power, 

Shaking  the  windows  and  walls, 
And  tolling  the  bell  in  the  tower, 

As  it  tolls  at  funerals. 
The  fleet  it  overtook. 

And  the  broad  sails  in  the  van 
Like  the  tents  of  Cushan  shook, 

Or  the  curtains  of  Midian 

O  Lord  !  before  Thy  path 

They  vanished  and  ceased  to  be, 
And  Thou  didst  walk  in  wrath 

With  Thine  horses  through  the  sea ! 

There  is  poetry  as  well  as  history  in  this  old  business  region. 
At  Hollis  Street,  and  widely  known  in  his  time,  was  another 
minister  of  marked  characteristics,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mather  Byles. 
He  was,  to  some  extent,  the  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  before  the 
Revolution,  but  he  was  not  as  productive  or  as  witty,  although 
he  was  the  wit  of  his  time.  The  majority  of  his  publications 
are,  naturally,  religious  ;  but  a  fair  number  are  poetic  ;  most  of 
them  thin,  and  some  appended  to  other  works.  As  an  ex- 
ample of  poetry  and  feeling  here  in  1727,  let  me  quote  from 
his  poem  on  the  Accession  of  King  George  H  (my  copy  that 
I  use  is  a  tract  of  four  leaves,  4f  x  7  inches). 

Ev'n  our  far  fhores  confefs  the  big  delight, 
Where  the  faint  fun  rolls  down  his  golden  light ; 
The  dancing  billows  leap  along  the  main. 
Proud  of  th'  extent  of  George's  happy  reign  ; 
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Applauding  thunders  fhake  the  air  around, 
Waves  fhout  to  waves,  and  rocks  to  rocks  refound  ; 
Each  human  breaft  glows  with  refiftlefs  fire, 
And  ev'ry  Angel  ftrikes  his  founding  lyre. 

With  such  loyalty  to  the  house  of  Hanover,  we  can  readily 
account  for  the  name  of  an  old  neighboring  street. 

Another  minister  of  great  prominence  in  his  time  as  a 
preacher  on  public  affairs,  was  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Colman  of 
Brattle  Street  (1700  to  1747),  already  mentioned  as  author 
of  the  largest  number  of  publications,  1700  to  1775.  He 
preached  Election  sermons,  Province  and  Artillery,  memorial 
discourses,  and  sermons  on  most  of  the  great  historic  events. 

Limits  of  this  Address  do  not  permit  mention  of  all  the 
ministers  of  the  place  and  period  we  are  reviewing,  but  we 
can,  in  a  more  condensed  way,  take  note  of  the  many  and 
important  public  subjects  of  discourses  by  them. 

As  already  said,  it  is  remarkable  how  we  were  intimately 
connected  with  Transatlantic  affairs. 

In  1708  Dr.  Colman  preached  on  the  Union  of  Scotland 
and  England,  now  and  here  a  far-away  subject,  but  then  a 
"  live  issue  "  on  this  very  spot. 

In  1 7 1 1  the  great  fire,  already  mentioned,  was  another  such 
issue. 

In  1 7 16  Dr.  Colman's  Thanksgiving  Sermon  was  on  the 
suppression  of  the  Rebellion  in  Great  Britain.  The  defeat  of 
the  Stuart  cause,  so  vividly  pictured  by  Scott  in  "  Rob  Roy," 
had  deep  interest  to  Bostonians  then  living. 

In  1727  there  were  here  two  subjects  of  exceptional  impor- 
tance, and  it  is  interesting  to  note  where,  and  by  whom  were 
the  sermons  they  occasioned,  and  also  the  great  number  of 
these  sermons.  On  the  death  of  the  Sovereign,  George  I, 
Mr,  Foxcroft  preached  at  the  First  Church,  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Prince  at  the  Old  South,  as  also  did  Dr.  Sewall,  Dr.  Byles  at 
HoUis  Street,  and  extending  the  subject  to  the  accession  of 
George  II,  Dr.  Coleman  at  Brattle  Street,  and  the  Rev.  Samue.l 
Checkley  at  the  New  South.  On  the  earthquake  that  in  a 
startling  way  agitated  Boston,  there  were  ten  sermons, —  four 
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by  Dr.  Colman,  two  by  Dr.  Sewall,  two  by  Mr.  Foxcroft,  and 
one  each  by  Thomas  Prince  and  William  Cooper.  Destruc- 
tion that  attended  the  convulsion  seems  to  have  spread  to 
copies  of  these  sermons.  In  1730  came  Foxcroft's  Centennial, 
already  mentioned. 

1745  was  a  memorable  year  in  both  the  Old  Country  and 
the  New.  On  the  capture  of  Louisburg  and  reduction  of 
Cape  Breton  —  events  that  freed  New  England  from  great 
danger  —  Thomas  Prince  preached  a  rousing  sermon,  and  Dr. 
Chauncey  another,  and  the  latter  also  had  one  on  Culloden 
and  the  end  of  the  last  great  Stuart  Rebellion.  It  seems 
strange  as  we  read  chapters  of  romance  and  history  in  "  Wa- 
verley,"  we  are  reading  also  of  what  was  a  "live  issue  "  talked 
about,  and  preached  about,  here  in  Boston. 

A  period  was  now  soon  reached  when  the  "live  issues" 
became  even  more  active  and  local,  a  coming,  for  instance, 
marked  in  1754  by  "The  Crisis,"  an  anonymous  tract  by  the 
Rev.  Samuel  Cooper  of  Brattle  Street.  It  was  occasioned  by 
an  excise  law  taxing  spirits  and  materials  for  punch.  There 
was  great  agitation  —  training  for  Stamp  Act  times  eleven 
years  later ;  but  affairs  were  set  right,  the  people  appeased, 
and  the  author  ended  his  tract  in  an  outburst  of  poetry : 

Awake  ye  Bards  the  fprightly  Lyrick, 
Now  Hey  for  Praife  and  Panegyrick, 
The  M .  .  .  njl .  .  r  Slain,  the  People  freed, 
And  wreaths  round  Shirley's  glorious  Head. 

In  1755,  at  "twenty  Minutes  pafh  4  in  the  Morning"  of 
November  i8th,  occurred  the  greatest  earthquake  ever  known 
in  this  region.  It  occasioned  eight  sermons  by  seven  of  the 
ministers.  That  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Prince, — "  Earthquakes 
the  Works  of  God,  and  Tokens  of  His  juft  Difpleafure  "  —  was 
accompanied  by  "An  Improvement  "  (pp.  16)  with  "an  Hijlori- 
cal  Summary''  of  those  in  New  England  from  "the  firft  Set- 
tlement of  the  EngliJJi  ....  and  in  other  Parts  of  the  World 
fmce  1666."  Along  with  a  great  deal  of  the  thought  and 
feeling   of   the   time   and   place,  much  information  is   given. 
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Expressing  the  former  are  the  words  with  which  the  author 
closes  his  eloquent  discourse. 

For  the  Day  of  the  Lord  is  iiear.  ....  The  Lord  alfo  shall  roar 
out  of  Zion,  and  utter  his  Voice  from  Jerufalem :  And  the  Heavens 
and  the  Earth  fJiall  fhake:  But  the  LORD  will  be  the  Hope 
OF  His  People,  and  the  Strength  of  the  Children  of  Israel. 

As  the  subjects  of  importance  and  interest  increase,  the 
limits  of  this  Address  grow  restricted.  Either  it  must  be 
made  too  long,  or  there  must  remain  material  for  another. 
Enough  has  been  given  to  call  attention,  and  to  do  some  jus- 
tice, to  a  class  of  departed  worthies  of  Boston,  known  by  every 
one  here  in  their  day,  makers  and  guides  of  public  opinion, 
preachers  on  current  thought  and  events,  most  productive  of 
authors,  but  now  known  to  few  besides  local  antiquaries.  On 
some  future  occasion  I  may  be  able  to  continue  the  subject. 

At  this  present  ending,  let  me  quote  conclusions  that  two 
of  the  old  ministers  made  to  sermons  on  affairs  of  peace  and 
of  war,  characteristic  of  the  preachers  and  of  thought  in  their 
time. 

The  first  extract  is  from  a  sermon  by  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Cooper,  "before  the  Society  for  Encouraging  Industry"  (Aug. 
8,  1753): 

Let  the  Beauty  of  the  Lord  our  God  be  upon  us ;  and  ellablilh 
the  Work  of  our  Hands :  That  the  Sons  of  New-Engla?id,  may  be 
as  Plants  grown  up  in  their  Youth ;  That  her  Daughters  may  be  as 
Corner  Stones,  poliflied  after  the  Similitude  of  a  Palace ;  that  our 
Garners  may  be  full,  affording  all  manner  of  Store ;  .  .  .  and  there 
be  no  Complaining  in  our  Streets.  Happy  is  the  People,  that  is  in 
fuch  a  Cafe. 

So  preached  the  old  Puritan  minister  on  industrial  develop- 
ment, and  our  Board  of  Trade,  now,  could  hardly  hear  a  better 
address. 

The  second  extract  is  from  a  sermon  by  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Prentice  of  the  First  Church,  Charlestown,  now  a  part  of  Bos- 
ton, and  he  practically  was  one  of  the  Boston  Ministers.     It 
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was  preached  on  Thanksgiving,  1745,  for  the  reduction  of 
Cape  Breton,  the  greatest  victory  yet  gained  by  New  England. 
Mr.  Prentice,  after  long  consideration  of  the  subject,  turns 
from  the  glories  of  earthly  warfare,  and  with  a  touch  of  inspira- 
tion, closes  in  characteristic  Puritan  style,  with  an  eloquence 
that  we  sometimes  find  gleaming  from  the  old  pages : 

And  in  a  fliort  Time  our  Warfare  fhall  be  accompliflied,  an(i  we 
fliall  quit  the  Field  of  Battle,  with  Honour,  and  go  up  triumphing 
in  our  Spirits,  as  Elijah  did  in  his  whole  Nature,  with  Chariots  of 
Fire,  and  Horfes  of  Fire,  a  Cavalcade  of  glorious  Angels,  and  fliall 
enter  the  heavenly  Jerufalem,  with  white  Robes  and  Crowns  on  our 
Heads,  and  Palms,  the  Enfigns  of  Triumph  in  our  Hands,  faying^ 
Thanks  be  to  God  who  giveth  us  the  Victory. 

And  so  the  old  Puritan  minister  ended  his  Thanksgiving  for 
the  victory  of  New  England. 

REPORT    OF   THE    DIRECTORS. 

The  Rev.  Joshua  P.  Bodfish,  in  behalf  of  the  Directors, 
presented  their  Annual  Report :  — 

Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  Members  of  the  Bos- 
tonian  Society : 


At  the  close  of  the  year  1907  ther 

Honorary  Members 
Life  Members 
Annual  Members  . 

A  total  of  . 


e  were  in  the  Society, 

3 
609 

•       509 


1,121 


Showing  one  more  Honorary  Member ;  a  gain  of  twenty-six 
Life  Members,  and  of  one  Annual  Member. 

An  analysis  of  the  Membership  roll  gives  the  following  sta- 
tistics : 

Accessions  to  Life  Membership  .         .     44 

Losses  by  death        .         ,         .         .         .18 

Showing  a  net  gain  of     .         .         .26 
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Accessions  to  Annual  Membership     .         .     54 
Losses  by  death,  transfer  to  Life  Member-   ■ 
ship  and  resignations     .         .         .         -53 

Net  gain  of  Annual  Members    .         .         .        i 
Net  gain  of  total  Membership    .         .         .27 

The  number  of  visitors  to  the  rooms  of  the  Society  in  1907, 
who  registered,  is  as  follows 

From  Boston    ......         1,053 

"     elsewhere  in  the  United  States  .        7,189 

"     foreign  countries       .         .         .         .  273 


A  total  of 8,515 

This  number  is  less  than  usual,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
rooms  of  the  Society  have  been  closed  at  intervals  during  the 
past  fall  on  account  of  subway  construction,  and  few  conven- 
tions have  been  held  in  the  city  during  the  past  year. 

PAPERS  READ  BEFORE  THE  SOCIETY. 

The  following  papers  have  been  read  at  the  Monthly  Meet- 
ings of  the  Society  during  the  past  year  : 

Jan.  8  :  Annual  Address,  by  Curtis  Guild,  President  of  the 
Society. 

Feb.  15  :  "The  Longfellow  Places,"  by  George  G.  Wolkins. 

March  12:  "Jamaica  Plain  in  Colonial  and  Revolutionary 
Times,"  by  Frederic  G.  Bauer. 

April  9 :  "  Rev.  Ebenezer  Parkman's  Original  Records  of  a 
Harvard  Graduate  Club,  Classes  1 720-1 722,  and  Judge  Ed- 
mund Quincy's  correspondence  with  him,"  by  Dr.  B.  Joy 
Jeffries. 

May  14:  "Reminiscences  of  Some  Forty  Years  in  the  In- 
surance Business  on  State  Street,"  by  Augustus  S.  Lovett.' 

Oct.  8 :  "  Certain  Makers  of  Massachusetts  History,"  by 
William  T.  R.  Marvin. 

Nov.  12  :  "  Robert  Orchard,  of  the  Art  and  Mystery  of  the 
Felt  Makers  of  Boston,  in  New  England,"  by  Walter  K. 
Watkins. 


Dec.  10 :  "The  Old  State  House,  and  its  Predecessor  The 
First  Town  House,"  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Society. 

NECROLOGY. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  learned  of  the  deaths  of  thirty- 
nine  members  of  the  Society.     Their  names  are  as  follows  : 

DIED  IN   1904. 

Amos  Wniiam  Stetson,  born  in  Boston,  March  25,  1827, 
died  in  Zurich,  Switzerland,  Aug.  10. 

DIED  IN   1907. 

Henry  Dudley  Williams,  born  in  Boston,  June  26,  1833, 
died  in  Forest  Hills,  Jan.  i. 

Charles  Frederick  Farrington,  born  in  Boston,  April  21, 
1837,  died  in  Jamaica  Plain,  Jan.  13. 

George  Francis  Fabyan,  born  in  Somersworth,  N.  H.,  June 
26,  1837,  died  in  Brookline,  Jan.  18. 

William  Rodolphus  Gray,  born  in  Meadville,  Pa.,  May  3, 
1847,  died  in  Pasadena,  Cal.,  Feb.  15. 

Stiles  Gannett  Wells,  born  in  Boston,  Dec.  7,  1864,  died  in 
Boston,  Feb.  18. 

Aaron  Davis  Weld,  born  in  Boston,  Oct.  8,  1831,  died  in 
Riverside,  Cal.,  Feb.  28. 

Edwin  Bradbury  Haskell,  born  in  Livermore,  Me.,  Aug.  24, 
1837,  died  in  Auburndale,  March  25. 

Thomas  Hart  Clay,  born  in  Lexington,  Ky.,  March  15, 
1843,  died  in  Lexington,  Ky.,  April  8. 

Alphonso  Smith  Covel,  born  in  Berkley,  Nov.  22,  1842, 
died  in  Boston,  April  13. 

Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth  Goodrich,  born  in  Jamestown,  N.  Y., 
July  3,  1841,  died  in  New  York  City,  April  15. 

John  Cummings  Haynes,  born  in  Brighton,  Sept.  9,  1829, 
died  in  Boston,  May  3. 

Henry  Pickering,  born  in  Boston,  Feb.  3,  1839,  died  in 
Boston,  June  4. 
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William  Amory,  born  in  Brookline,  Oct.  4,    1833,  died  in 
Dublin,  N.  H.,  June  16. 

Charles  Bradley  Cumings,  born  in  Boston,  Nov.  5,  1838, 
died  in  Boston,  June  17. 

Mrs.  Julia  Knowlton  Dyer,  born  in  Deerfield,  N.  H.,  Aug. 
25,  1829,  died  in  Dorchester,  June  27. 

Freeman    Mansur   Crosby,  born    in    Barnstable,   Sept.    17, 
1858,  died  in  Barnstable,  July  14. 

Robert  Thaxter  Swan,  born  in  Dorchester,  May  6,   1843, 
died  in  Brookline,  July  27. 

Alfred  Rogers  Turner,  born  in  Boston,  Sept.  21,  1822,  died 
in  Maiden,  Aug.  3, 

Solomon  Adams  Woods,  born  in  Farmington,  Me.,  Oct.  7, 
1827,  died  in  Brookline,  Oct.  i. 

Miss  Florence  Lyman,  born  in  Boston,  Nov.  8,  1837,  died  in 
Newport,  R.  I.,  Oct.  3, 

Charles  Emerson  Fuller,  born  in  Boston,  Aug.  20,  1831,  died 
in  Boston,  Oct.  3. 

Amor  Leander  HoUingsworth,  born  in  Milton,  June  7,  1837, 
died  in  Milton,  Oct.  4. 

Solomon  Lincoln,  born  in  Hingham,  Aug.  14,  1838,  died  in 
Boston,  Oct.  15. 

George  Ripley,  born  in  Greenfield,  July  29,  1830,  died  in 
Andover,  Oct.  24. 

William  Edward  Stowe,  born  in  Boston,  Sept.  7,  1839,  died 
in  Belmont,  Oct.  28. 

Mrs.  Esther  Anne  Drummond,  born  in  Dedham,  Jan.  29, 
1820,  died  in  Jamaica  Plain,  Nov.  2. 

Charles  Osborn  Bouve,  born  in  Hingham,  July   26,   1852, 
died  in  Hingham,  Nov.  3. 

Frederick  Banker  Carpenter,  born  in  South  Reading,  April 
21,  1862,  died  in  Boston,  Nov.  4. 

Joseph   Warren   Smith,  born  in  Andover,  Nov.   14,   1831, 
died  in  Andover,  Nov.  14. 

Everett  Bertram  Webster,  born  in  Lynn,  June   18,   1868, 
died  in  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  Nov.  29. 
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David  Hill  Coolidge,  born  in  Boston,  Feb.  7,  1833,  died  in 
Boston,  Dec.  7. 

Arthur  Elisha  Mann,  born  in  Randolph,  Aug.  28,  1856, 
died  in  Nantasket,  Dec.  9. 

Eugene  Van  Rensselaer  Thayer,  born  in  Boston,  Dec.  27, 
1855,  died  in  Boston,  Dec.  20. 

Samuel  Trevett  Crosby,  born  in  Charlestown,  Dec.  11,  1822, 
died  in  Hingham,  Dec.  24. 

Albert  Alonzo  Folsom,  born  in  Exeter,  N.  H.,  Sept.  13, 
1834,  died  in  Brookline,  Dec.  24. 

William  Goddard,  born  in  Boston,  Aug,  28,  1842,  died  in 
Boston,  Dec.  25. 

Mrs.  Anna  Maria  Mead,  born  in  Putney,  Vt.,  Jan.  26,  1844, 
died  in  Dedham,  Dec.  27. 

Arthur  Grimes  Stan  wood,  born  in  Augusta,  Me.,  Oct.  5, 
1849,  *^i^d  i^  Boston,  Dec.  27. 

Messrs.  Clay,  Coolidge,  Fabyan,  Farrington,  Fuller,  Haynes, 
Hollingsworth,  Mann,  Pickering,  Ripley,  Smith,  Stetson, 
Thayer,  Turner,  Williams,  and  Mesdames  Dyer  and  Mead 
were  Life  Members. 

Messrs.  Amory,  Bouve,  Carpenter,  Covel,  F.  M.  Crosby,  S. 
T.  Crosby,  Cumings,  Folsom,  Goddard,  Gray,  Haskell,  Lin- 
coln, Stanwood,  Stowe,  Swan,  Webster,  Weld,  Wells,  Woods, 
Mrs.  Drummond  and  Miss  Lyman  were  Annual  Members. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Directors  held  on  December  9th,  and 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Society  held  on  the  next  day,  the  follow- 
ing Resolution,  offered  by  the  President,  was  adopted  by  a 
rising  vote : 

With  heartfelt  regret  the  Directors  of  the  Bostonian  Society 
learn  that  the  long  and  valued  life  of 

David  Hill  Coolidge 

has  ended.     For  many  years  he  has  been  our  associate.      His 
sound  judgment,  his  readiness  to  help,  his  genial  company^ 
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have  always  been  appreciated.  Now  taken  away,  a  sense  of 
great  loss  is  felt  in  the  Board  of  Directors  as  it  will  be  in  the 
Society  and  in  the  community  in  which  he  lived. 

The  Directors  place  on  the  records  of  the  Society  this  ex- 
pression of  respect  and  esteem  for  an  associate  who,  they  sadly 
realize,  will  never  again  meet  with  them,  and  vote  that  this, 
minute  be  printed  in  the  Annual  Proceedings  of  the  Society 
for  the  coming  year,  and  that  a  copy  be  sent  to  the  family  o£ 
their  late  associate. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Directors  held  on  December 
26th,  the  following  Resolution,  offered  by  the  President,  was 
adopted  by  a  rising  vote  : 

The  Directors  of  the  Bostonian  Society,  a  second  time  within 
the  month,  meet  to  record  their  sense  of  the  great  loss  they 
have  sustained  by  the  death  of  an  associate, 

Albert  Alonzo  Folsom. 

Active  and  valuable  in  many  business  positions,  prominent 
in  masonic,  military  and  civil  life,  widely  acquainted  with  his 
fellow  citizens,  and  by  nature  and  study  an  antiquary,  he  was- 
peculiarly  fitted  for  the  office  he  here  held. 

His  knowledge  of  local  affairs  was  extensive,  and  his  genial 
company  and  unfailing  fund  of  anecdote  pleasantly  helped 
others  to  share  that  knowledge.  We  shall  sadly  miss  him,  and 
so  will  this  Society.  To  his  family  we  offer  cordial  sympathy  ; 
on  our  records  we  enter  this  expression  of  our  regard.  Our 
Clerk  is  instructed  to  send  a  copy  of  this  record  to  the  family 
of  our  late  associate  and  to  print  the  same  in  the  Annual  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Society  for  the  coming  year. 

In  the  long  list  of  deceased  members  are  many  deserving  of 
special  mention : 

Mr.  George  F.  Fabyan  was  one  of  Boston's  most  successful 
merchants ;  he  built  up  a  business  as  a  dry-goods  commission^ 
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merchant  which  ranked  as  one  of  the  most  extensive  in  this 
country,  and  was  successful  in  amassing  a  large  fortune.  He 
was  quiet  and  unostentatious  in  the  use  of  his  wealth,  but 
contributed  liberally  to  many  philanthropies.  He  established 
the  Fabyan  Professorship  of  Pathology  at  Harvard  University 
with  an  endowment  of  $100,000,  and  gave  $25,000  toward 
the  new  Harvard  Medical  School. 

Col.  Charles  E.  Fuller,  who  at  the  close  of  the  Civil  War 
was  Chief  Quartermaster  of  the  Army  of  the  James  under 
General  Grant,  came  of  an  old  Revolutionary  family  and  a 
long  line  of  soldiers  and  ministers.  He  was  a  descendant  of 
Thomas  Fuller,  author  of  "Fuller's  Worthies."  It  was  his 
grandfather.  Rev.  Daniel  P'uller,  who  preached  to  the  Conti- 
nental troops  under  the  old  elm  at  Cambridge  before  they 
marched  to  Bunker  Hill.  The  grandson  has  a  record  as  a 
Civil  War  veteran  worthy  of  his  grandfather.  He  served  on 
the  staffs  of  Generals  Hunter,  Gilmore,  Butler  and  Sherman. 
His  capture  of  a  rebel  flag  was  one  of  the  romances  of  the 
early  days  of  the  war. 

Mr.  John  C.  Haynes,  the  veteran  music  publisher,  will  be 
remembered  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  that  busi- 
ness in  Boston,  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Oliver  Ditson 
Company. 

Mr.  Eugene  V.  R.  Thayer  was  a  man  prominent  in  business 
and  social  circles  in  Boston.  His  father,  Nathaniel  Thayer, 
was  the  great  capitalist  and  philanthropist  who  gave  Thayer 
Hall  to  Harvard  College. 

Mrs.  Julia  Knowlton  Dyer,  better  known  as  Mrs.  Micah 
Dyer,  Jr.,  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Women's  Charity 
Hospital  of  this  city ;  foremost  in  philanthropic  work,  she  will 
be  deeply  mourned  by  many  who  were  the  recipients  of  her 
benefactions. 

Solomon  Lincoln  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  re- 
spected members  of  the  legal  profession  in  Boston,  and  a 
modest,  cultured  gentleman  of  large  influence  in  the  circle 
with  which  he  was  identified ;  he  was  president  of  the  Uni- 
tarian  club,  a  vice-president   of  the   Bunker   Hill  Monument 
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Association,  ex-president  of  the  Boston  Bar  Association  and  of 
the  Union  and  St.  Botolph  clubs,  vice-president  of  the  Univer- 
sity club,  member  of  the  Somerset  and  Exchange  clubs,  trus- 
tee of  the  Public  Library,  overseer  of  Harvard  College,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society  and  of 
the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

Mr.  Aaron  Davis  Weld  was  an  old-time  Boston  merchant, 
the  founder  of  the  firm  of  Aaron  D.  Weld  &  Son,  and  a  direc- 
tor in  many  of  the  large  institutions  of  Boston. 
•  Robert  Thaxter  Swan  had  been  Commissioner  of  Public 
Records  at  the  State  House  since  1889.  In  1880  he  was 
made  chief  special  agent  of  the  U.  S.  census  in  charge  of 
the  manufacturing  statistics  of  Boston,  and  in  1885  chief 
of  the  division  of  enumeration  and  agriculture  for  the  State 
census. 

Miss  Florence  Lyman,  a  well-known  resident  of  Boston  and 
Newport,  was  a  model  Christian  woman  and  active  in  charita- 
ble work.  Her  gifts  for  such  purposes  while  living  were  very 
extensive,  and  by  her  will  she  bequeathed  a  great  portion  of 
her  large  fortune  to  benevolent  institutions, 

Mr.  Edwin  B.  Haskell  was  one  of  the  best  known  news- 
paper men  in  Boston,  and  long  connected  with  the  Boston 
Herald  as  its  editor.  He  was  a  man  who  never  sought  public 
office,  although  he  filled  several  important  positions  during 
his  life-time. 

The  noble  example  of  these  honored  members  of  the  Society 
is  an  inspiration  to  us  who  remain,  that  by  emulating  their 
virtues  we  may  be  worthy  of  equal  honor  when  our  turn  comes 
to  be  numbered  with  our  fathers. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.    P.    BODFISH,  , 

For  tJie  Directors. 
December  jr  ,  Tgoy. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  LIBRARY. 

The  Committee  has  the  honor  to  present  the  following  re- 
port for  the  year  1907  : 

During  the  past  year  sixty-four  volumes  and  seventy-three 
pamphlets  have  been  added  to  the  Society's  Library,  and  dur- 
ing the  same  period,  the  Committee  has  expended  the  sum  of 
^92.26  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Library  and  the  purchase  of 
books. 

In  accordance  with  custom,  special  mention  is  made  of  some 
of  the  volumes  acquired  during  the  year. 

We  have  received  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, through  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  Histories  of 
the  19th,  24th,  48th  and  50th  Regiments,  Massachusetts  Vol- 
unteers in  the  Civil  War ;  Volume  XV  of  Massachusetts  Sol- 
diers and  Sailors  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  including  names 
from  Sti  to  Toz ;  and  Vital  Records  (to  1850)  of  the  following 
cities  and  towns  of  Massachusetts  :  Bradford,  Dracut,  Gardner, 
Hubbardston,  Lynn  (volume  II),  Medford,  Sutton,  Templeton, 
West  Stockbridge  and  Williamstown.  These  generous  con- 
tributions show  the  continuance  of  the  valuable  work  of  the 
Commonwealth  in  the  printing  and  distribution  of  records 
which  make  in  part  her  enviable  history. 

We  have  received  from  William  Grant  James,  a  member  of 
the  Society,  the  publication  entitled  Lists  of  Officers  of  the 
United  States  Army,  1 776-1900,  and  Lists  of  Officers  of  the 
United  States  Navy,  1 775-1900.  This  work,  published  by 
the  National  Government  in  two  volumes,  is  of  great  value  to 
all  who  study  the  military  and  naval  history  of  the  United 
States. 

The  Colonial  Society  of  Massachusetts  has  given  us  Volume 
IX  of  its  attractive  publications,  containing  a  list  of  Boston 
newspapers  from  1704  to  1780,  and  in  what  collections  they 
may  be  found.  It  is  gratifying  to  state  that  some  of  the  an- 
cient newspapers  contained  in  this  list  are  in  the  possession  of 
the  Bostonian  Society. 
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Ephraim  C.  Davis,  one  of  our  members,  has  presented  to 
the  Library  the  "Athenaeum  Centenary."  This  volume  is  a 
reminder  that  a  famous  Boston  institution  has  rounded  out  a 
century  of  existence. 

Other  interesting  books  are  "Pioneers  of  Massachusetts," 
from  the  author,  Rev.  Charles  H.  Pope,  and  the  genealogy  en- 
titled "The  Crafts  Family,  1 630-1 890,"  from  the  compiler, 
William  F.  Crafts. 

The  Committee  stated  in  its  report  two  years  ago  that  the 
Society  has  in  its  Library  valuable  collections  of  Obituaries  of 
famous  Americans,  embracing  the  years  from  1876  to  1895, 
and  of  citizens  of  Greater  Boston  for  1904  and  1905.  This 
latter  collection  now  includes  the  years  1906  and  1907.  The 
Committee  desires  to  fill  in  the  years  from  1896  to  1903  in- 
clusive, and  would  gratefully  accept  and  acknowledge  the  gift 
of  a  file  of  Boston  newspapers  of  whatever  name,  covering 

these  years. 

For  the  Committee, 

James  L.  Whitney,  Walter  K.  Watkins, 

Francis  H.  Brown,  William  G.  Shillaber. 


Charles  F.  Read,  Clerk. 


December  SI,  igoy. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  ROOMS. 

The  Committee  on  the  Rooms  herewith  presents  its  Annual 
Report  for  1907  : 

During  the  past  few  months  important  structural  changes 
have  been  made  by  the  Boston  Transit  Commission  beneath 
the  western  end  of  the  Old  State  House,  in  connection  with 
the  Washington  Street  subway  ;  the  exterior  of  the  building 
will  however  have  the  same  appearance  that  it  has  had  since 
1903,  when  radical  changes  were  made. 

The  Society  looks  forward  with  interest  to  the  approaching 
use,  for  historical  purposes,  of  the  lower  hall  on  Washington 
Street. 
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The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  has  now,  by  legisla- 
tive enactment,  become  a  co-guardian  of  the  building  with  its 
owner  the  City  of  Boston.  Furthermore,  the  sum  of  $15,000 
has  been  appropriated  by  the  State  and  City  in  equal  shares, 
and  this  generous  sum  will  soon  be  applied  to  a  complete  ren- 
ovation of  the  structure  so  that  it  may  look,  as  nearly  as  possi- 
ble, as  it  did  in  Pro\dncial  days. 

When  this  work  is  accomplished,  Boston  will  realize  that  at 
last  this  ancient  "Temple  of  Liberty,"  as  Mayor  Harrison 
Gray  Otis  called  it  in  1830,  is  to  receive  suitable  and  adequate 
consideration  and  care. 

It  has  been  necessary,  on  account  of  subway  construction, 
to  close  the  rooms  of  the  Society  many  days  during  the  past 
few  months,  but  this  work  being  now  completed,  the  Old  State 
House  should  be  in  the  future  as  it  has  been  for  the  past 
twenty-seven  years,  "  Open  to  all." 

The  Committee  deem  worthy  of  mention  the  following  addi- 
tions to  the  Society's  Collections  during  the  past  year  : 

The  Misses  Blanche  and  Marian  Shimmin  have  given  a 
mahogany  dining  table,  formerly  owned  by  their  ancestor 
Thomas  McDonough,  First  British  Consul  in  New  England. 
When  Prince  Edward,  afterwards  Duke  of  Kent,  and  father  of 
Queen  Victoria,  \dsited  Boston  in  1794,  he  was  a  guest  of  the 
British  Consul  and  partook  of  wholesome  New  England  fare 
at  this  board. 

Mrs.  Benjamin  F.  Dewing,  the  widow  of  a  former  member, 
has  given  a  Washington-Lafayette  pitcher,  which  is  an  accept- 
able addition  to  the  large  collection  of  pitchers  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Society.  It  commemorates  the  visit  of  General 
Lafayette  to  this  country  in  1824. 

We  have  received  from  a  member,  J.  Rayner  Edmands,  a 
steel-engraved  portrait  of  his  brother,  the  late  Colonel  Thomas 
F.  Edmands,  a  veteran  of  the  CiA/il  War  and  for  many  years 
Commander  of  the  First  Corps  of  Cadets. 

Other  interesting  relics  have  been  placed  in  the  Collections 
where  they  can  be  seen  by  the  thousands  of  visitors  to  our 
historic  building. 
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The  Committee  desires  to  record  its  appreciation  of  the 
fidelity,  as  custodians,  of  Mr.  Armstrong  T.  Williams  and  the 
late  Mr.  George  Bruerton.  They  filled  these  positions  accept- 
ably for  several  years,  and  the  Committee  sincerely  regrets  the 
loss  of  their  services. 

During  the  past  year  the  Committee  has  expended  the  sum 
of  ^263.11  for  the  care  and  maintenance  of  the  Rooms,  and 
during  the  same  period  the  sum  of  $200.13  has  been  derived 
from  the  sale  of  souvenirs. 

For  the  Committee, 


Levi  L,  Willcutt,  Courtenay  Guild, 

Francis  H.  Manning,         The  President, 
Charles  H.  Taylor,  Jr.,     The  Clerk, 


December  ^I,  igoj. 


ex  officiis, 
Charles  F.  Read,   Clerk. 


REPORT   OF   THE    COMMITTEE   ON    FINANCE. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  submits  its  report  for  1907  as 
follows  : 

The  Permanent  Fund  of  the  Society,  which  amounted  to 
^43,641.93  at  the  close  of  the  year  1906,  has  been  increased 
during  the  past  year  by  the  entrance  fees  of  forty-four  life 
members  and  by  unexpended  income. 

During  the  year  two  City  of  Dayton  bonds  have  matured, 
and  with  these  proceeds  and  accumulated  interest  the  Com- 
mittee purchased  three  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  4  per  cent, 
bonds  at  a  cost  of  1^3,001.00. 

As  a  result,  the  invested  portion  of  the  Permanent  Fund 
now  amounts  to  $44,000.00,  and  there  is  an  uninvested  bal- 
ance on  deposit  of  $976.09.  These  amounts  make  a  total  of 
$44,976.09,  an  increase  of  $1,334.16  over  the  amount  of  one 
year  ago. 

This  is  a  substantial  increase  and  it  is  gratifying  that  the 
fees  of  so  many  new  life  members  contributed  to  this  end 
through  the  excellent  work  of  the  Committee  on  Membership. 
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The  Committee  cannot  but  acknowledge  that  the  present 
amount  of  the  Permanent  "Fund  is  due  to  the  earnest  yet  con- 
servative methods  of  members  who  have  served  from  time  to 
time  on  this  important  committee,  especially  in  the  early  days 
of  the  Society. 

The  fund,  however,  is  not  yet  adequate  to  enable  the  So- 
ciety to  achieve  the  limit  of  success  in  its  chosen  work ;  to 
the  end  therefore  that  the  funds  of  the  Society  may  be  in- 
creased, the  Committee  on  Publications  announces  its  inten- 
tion, with  the  approval  of  the  Directors,  to  insert  in  the  forth- 
coming Annual  Proceedings  of  the  Society,  a  form  of  legacy, 
hoping  thereby  that  a  fair  share  of  bequests  by  will  of  sound 
and  disposing  Bostonians  may  fall  to  this  Society  which  is 
striving  to  study  the  history  of  Boston  and  to  preserve  its 
antiquities. 

For  the  Committee, 

James  F.  Hunnewell, 
Levi  L.  Willcutt. 


December  ^I,  igoy. 


Charles  F.  Read,   Clerk. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLICATIONS. 

The  Committee  on  Publications  submit  the  following  as  their 
report  for  the  year  now  closing :  — 

During  the  past  three  years  three  volumes  of  the  "  Publica- 
tions of  the  Bostonian  Society "  have  been  issued.  These 
volumes  have  evidently  been  appreciated  by  our  members,  for 
the  first  two  have  for  some  time  been  out  of  print,  and  the 
complete  sets  which  purchasers  have  occasionally  offered  in 
book-sales  have  always  brought  a  considerable  advance  over 
the  prices  at  which  our  members  secured  them.  Of  the  third 
volume,  published  last  year,  only  a  few  copies  remain.  The 
fourth  volume,  now  in  press,  will  soon  be  ready  for  delivery. 
This  will  contain  a  historical  sketch  of  The  New  England 
Guards,  by  James  B.  Gardner.  This  old  Boston  company, 
whose  record  for  more  than  half  a  century  was  exceptionally 
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brilliant,  proved  its  patriotism  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  again 
during  the  Civil  War,  for  which  it  recruited  the  two  "  New 
England  Guard  regiments,"  —  the  Twenty-fourth  and  the 
Forty-fourth  Massachusetts  volunteers,  —  while  more  than 
two  hundred  of  its  members  received  commissions,  and  a 
number  served  in  the  ranks.  The  sketch  is  illustrated  by  an 
engraving  which  shows  the  uniform  worn  by  the  command  a 
half  century  or  more  ago,  and  by  the  device  used  by  the  com- 
pany on  its  orders,  etc.  The  volume  will  also  contain  a  paper 
read  before  the  Society  by  William  Carver  Bates  on  "  Col. 
Joseph  Ward  (1737-18 12),  teacher,  scholar,  patriot,"  which  is 
illustrated  by  portraits  and  by  a  picture  of  the  pistols  pre- 
sented Col.  Ward  by  Washington.  Mr.  Watkins  contributes 
an  article  on  "Robert  Orchard,  of  the  art  and  mystery  of  Felt- 
makers,  of  Boston  in  New  England,"  with  a  photogravure  of 
the  Indenture  of  Orchard  to  his  London  employer,  dated  in 
London,  1656,  from  the  original  in  the  Society's  collection,  a 
rare  and  curious  document,  quite  likely  unique.  Other  papers 
are  an  anonymous  description  of  Boston  as  it  appeared  to  a 
foreigner  at  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century,  with  a 
•contemporary  view  from  a  colored  print  in  the  Society's  collec- 
tions, and  finally  descriptions  of  the  Funeral  Processions  of  the 
victims  of  the  Boston  Massacre,  of  Gov.  Hancock  and  of  Wash- 
ington, the  particulars  being  drawn  from  original  papers  in  our 
own  archives  or  unpublished  official  records  at  the  State  House. 
The  series  of  colored  illustrations  which  reproduce  some  of 
the  more  interesting  maps  and  early  prints  and  other  pictures 
in  the  collections  of  the  Society,  will  be  continued  in  the  forth- 
coming number  of  the  Annual  Proceedings.  That  now  in 
preparation  follows  a  water-color  given  to  the  Society  in  1892, 
by  the  late  Mr.  George  Harvey  Chickering,  of  Boston,  showing 
the  State  House  on  Beacon  Hill  as  seen  from  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  Common  nearly  eighty  years  ago.  The  original 
is  the  work  of  an  English  artist,  George  Harvey,  for  whom 
Mr.  Chickering  was  named,  and  was  painted  about  1830.  It 
shows  the  Bulfinch  front  of  the  State  House,  and  the  double 
fences  of  wood  which  formerly  surrounded  the  Common,  sepa- 


rating  the  Malls  from  the  grass-covered  enclosure.  The  Park 
Street  Mall  was  laid  out  in  May,  1826;  some  ten  years  later 
all  these  wooden  fences  were  removed;  that  on  the  outside  was 
replaced  by  one  of  iron,  which  until  a  few  years  ago  entirely 
surrounded  the  Common,  and  which  was  finally  completed  De- 
cember 16,  1836.  The  latter  was  built  by  a  firm  of  Boston 
iron-workers,  of  which  Mr.  Daniel  Safford,  well  known  to  old 
Bostonians  as  "Deacon  Safford,  of  the  Old  South  Church," 
was  long  the  head.  Their  forges  were  on  Devonshire  Street, 
on  or  near  the  site  now  occupied  as  a  banking-house  by  Messrs. 
Kidder,  Peabody  and  Company,  and  directly  opposite  the  fa- 
mous old  Stackpole  House  which  gave  place  to  the  Post  Office. 
The  rail  fence  which  once  stood  on  Tremont  Street  was  erected 
in  1731  ;  that  on  Park  Street  in  1737,  and  those  on  the  other 
sides  were  completed  in  1795,  in  which  year  the  corner-stone 
of  the  "New  State  House"  was  laid  with  appropriate  Masonic 
ceremonies. 

In  the  Proceedings  for  1893  the  Committee  on  the  Rooms, 
in  acknowledging  Mr.  Chickering's  gift  of  the  original  painting 
said,  in  substance :  "  The  slender  trunks  of  the  elms,  now 
grown  into  what  might  be  called  in  comparison  gigantic  pro- 
portions, the  strange-looking  dress  of  the  ladies  and  gentlemen 
promenading  under  the  graceful  trees,  the  ladies  still  maintain- 
ing the  style  called  after  the  Directory  of  France,  or  the  beau- 
tiful and  unfortunate  leader  of  fashion,  the  Empress  Josephine, 
and  the  imposing  dome  of  the  State  House  crowning  the 
picture,  all  painted  in  soft  and  natural  tones,  make  this  a  wel- 
come addition  to  our  views  of  old  Boston."  Most  of  these  fine 
trees  were  removed  during  the  construction  of  the  subway. 

It  may  be  proper  to  add  that  a  few  complete  sets  and 
also  separate  issues  of  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Society  can 
still  be  supplied. 

For  the  Committee, 

John  W.  Farwell,  Rufus  G.  F.  Candage, 

Edward  B.  Reynolds,        Charles  H.  Taylor,  Jr. 

Charles  F.  Read,  Clerk. 
December  Jl,  igoy. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  NOMINATIONS. 

The  Committee  chosen  to  nominate  Officers  of  the  Bosto- 
nian  Society  for  the  ensuing  year,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
have  attended  to  their  duty  and  propose  the  following  candi- 
dates : 

For  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

Charles  F.  Read. 
For  Directors. 


Joshua  P.  Bodfish,. 
James  F.  Hunnewell, 
Levi  L.  Willcutt, 
William  T.  R.  Marvin, 


Francis  H.  Manning, 
Charles  H.  Taylor,  Jr., 
John  W.  Farwell, 
Grenville  H.  Norcross. 


Courtenav  Guild. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

George  S.  Mann  (Chairman),. 
Wm.  Green  Shillaber, 
John  A.  Remick, 
Robert  B.  Williams, 
William  L.  Allen. 
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THE   OLD    STATE   HOUSE,  AND   ITS   PREDECES- 
SOR  THE   FIRST   TOWN    HOUSE. 

A  paper  read  before  the  Bostonian  Society,  by  Charles  F. 
Read,  Clerk  of  the  Society,  December  lO,  1907. 

Among  the  few  buildings  to  be  seen  in  Boston  of  the  twen- 
tieth century,  which  were  erected  before  the  Revolution,  the 
Old  State  House  stands  pre-eminent  in  interest ;  for  go  where 
we  may  within  the  confines  of  the  city,  and  even  through  our 
broad  land,  we  shall  find  no  other  building  of  which  it  can  be 
said,  to  quote  from  a  letter  of  John  Adams,  written  in  his  later 
years,  "  Then  and  there  was  the  first  scene  of  the  first  act  of 
opposition  to  the  arbitrary  claims  of  Great  Britain.  Then  and 
there  the  child  Independence  was  born." 

It  is  therefore  proper  that  the  story  of  this  famous  shrine 
of  liberty  should  be  instilled  into  the  hearts  and  minds  of  old 
and  young  in  the  community,  so  that  all  may  exclaim  in  unison 
^*  Touch  it  not,  for  it  is  sacred.  Only  the  ruthless  hand  of 
time  or  disaster  shall  cause  it  to  disappear  from  human  sight." 

To  speak  first  of  the  site  of  the  Old  State  House  and  the 
locality  which  it  dominates.  From  the  earliest  days  of  Boston 
this  small  plot  of  ground,  situated  at  the  intersection  of  the 
"  Fore  street  to  Roxbury,"  now  Washington  Street,  and  the 
"  Great  street  to  the  sea,"  now  State  Street,  has  been  the 
scene  of  great  activities.  It  was  first  used  for  the  open  market- 
stead,  and  this  name  is  constantly  used  in  describing  bounda- 
ries of  adjacent  estates.  We  also  find  in  the  Boston  Records 
under  date  of  October  17,  1636,  that  it  was  ordered  by  the 
townsmen  "that  all  the  timber  in  the  markett  place  Ihalbe 
taken  away  before  the  next  meeting  day,  which  is  to  be  on  the 
I  day  of  the  next  moneth,  upon  the  forfeyture  of  fiich  timber 
as  fhalbe  there  then  found,  and  that  no  more  timber  fhalbe 
thither  brought,  upon  the  forfeyture  thereof,  and  the  markett 
place  to  be  gotten  cleane  and  cleare  dreffed  by  that  time  by 
William  Brenton  and  John  Sampford  upon  theire  forfeyture  of 
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xs  in  default  thereof,  and  the  fawe  pitte  gotten  filled."  We- 
also  find  under  date  of  April  17,  1655,  that  "it  is  ordered  that 
the  guns  in  the  markett  place  fhall  be  trimmed  upp  againft 
the  court  of  election  annually  att  the  townes  charge." 

Opposite  the  market-stead,  where  to-day  Brazier's  Building 
rears  its  height  in  air,  the  first  settlers  built  their  rude  thatched 
meeting  house,  and  of  this  fact,  the  passing  thousands  are  re- 
minded to-day  by  a  tablet  over  the  State  Street  entrance  of 
that  building,  which  reads,  in  part :  — 

Site  of  the  First  Meeting  House  built  in 
Boston,  A.  D.  1632 
Used  before  1640  for  Town  Meetings  and  for 
Sessions  of  the  General  Court  of  the  Colony 

Across  the  way,  at  the  corner  of  what  was  called  for  many 
years  Wilson's  Lane,  and  before  that.  Crooked  Lane,  lived 
the  Rev.  John  Wilson,  first  teacher  and  pastor  of  the  Boston 
Church.  Although  the  present  name  of  Devonshire  Street 
reminds  us  of  the  mother  country,  this  thoroughfare  should 
have  continued  to  retain  the  name  of  the  first  minister  of 
Boston. 

On  the  corners  opposite  the  upper  end  of  the  market  place 
two  citizens  lived  in  the  early  days,  whose  names  have  come 
down  to  us  in  history.  Of  one,  John  Coggan,  merchant,  it 
suffices  to  say  that  his  fame  rests  upon  two  facts ;  he  built  the 
first  brick  shop  in  Boston,  where  the  "Pagoda  building"  now 
stands,  and  he  married  the  widow  of  Governor  Winthrop  in 
1651. 

Of  the  other,  Capt.  Robert  Keayne,  more  must  be  said,  for 
his  name  is  indissolubly  connected  with  the  building,  in  1657, 
of  the  First  Town  House  in  Boston,  the  predecessor  of  the 
Old  State  House. 

Robert  Keayne,  merchant  tailor  by  trade,  emigrated  to  Bos- 
ton from  London,  England,  in  the  year  1635,  and  became  one 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  town.  He  had  belonged  to  the 
Honourable  Artillery  Company  of  London,  and  such  was  his 
interest  in  military  affairs  that  he  was  foremost  in  organizing 
in  1638  "The  Military  Company  of  the  Massachusetts,"  which 
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we  know  to-day,  after  the  lapse  of  almost  three  centuries,  by 
the  name  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company  of 
Massachusetts.  Keayne  was  elected  its  first  commander,  and 
was  ever  active  in  its  interests.  He  represented  the  town  of 
Boston  in  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  for  several 
terms  between  the  years  1638  and  1649,  and  was  a  benefactor 
of  Harvard  College  and  the  Town  Library  in  Boston,  of  which 
I  shall  speak  later.  He  died  March  23,  1655/6,  aged  61  years, 
and  left  behind  him  a  will  which  for  length  has  not  been  equal- 
led in  the  history  of  Suffolk  County.  It  fills  fifty-four  pages 
of  fine  type,  in  one  of  the  Boston  Record  Commissioners'  Re- 
ports. By  this  will  he  left  the  town  of  Boston  a  legacy  of 
"  three  hundred  pounds  in  merchantable  pay  to  build  a  houfe 
to  be  ufed  by  the  Town  and  County  Government,  to  be  fhared 
by  the  Military  Company  and  with  convenience  for  a  market 
and  conduit  near  by." 

The  town  soon  gave  consideration  to  the  subject  of  accept- 
ing the  legacy,  evidently  realizing  that  it  was  an  opportune 
time  to  erect  a  suitable  building  in  which  to  administer  its 
affairs  ;  and  the  records  tell  us  that  the  mode  of  procedure 
was  as  follows  :  —  At  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  on  Decem- 
ber 29,  1656,  "itt  is  agreed  that  the  next  day  of  our  meeting 
fome  time  be  fpent  to  confider  of  Capt.  Keayne's  will  in 
refpeft  of  the  legacyes  given  to  the  tovvne."  A  month  later, 
on  January  25,  1656/7,  the  selectmen  voted  "that  upon  the 
perufall  of  Capt.  Keayne's  will  refpefting  the,  legacyes  given 
to  the  town  itt  is  agreed  that  forthwith  the  executrix  and 
overfeers  of  the  faid  will  bee  advifed  with  concerning  the  faid 
legacyes  withoutt  delay." 

At  the  annual  town  meeting,  held  on  March  9,  1656/7, 
it  was 

Voted  that  Capt.  Savage,  M^"  Stodard,  M''  Howchin  and  M"" 
Edward  Hutchinfon,  fen.,  are  chofen  a  comittee  to  confider  of  the 
modell  of  the  towne  houfe,  to  bee  built,  as  concerning  the  charge 
thereof  and  the  moft  convenient  place,  as  alfo  to  take  the  fubfcrip- 
tions  of  the  inhabitants  to  propogate  fuch  a  building,  and  feafon- 
ably  to  make  report  to  a  publick  townes  meeting. 
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In  accordance  with  the  above  vote,  subscription  papers  were 
circulated  with  most  excellent  results,  and  it  is  an  interesting 
fact  that  two  of  the  papers  are  in  existence  to-day.  One  is  in 
the  possession  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  and 
the  other  forms  an  interesting  relic  in  the  collections  of  the 
Bostonian  Society.  A  description  of  this  second  paper,  giving 
brief  biographies  of  the  subcribers,  has  been  prepared  for  the 
Society  by  one  of  its  members,  Mr.  Walter  Kendall  Watkins, 
the  well  known  antiquary,  and  is  printed  in  volume  III  of  the 
Bostonian  Society  Publications. 

The  question  of  finance  being  settled,  another,  equally  im- 
portant, was  the  selection  of  a  site,  and  on  this  matter  the 
town  records  are  silent.  But  we  know  that  it  was  built  on 
the  market-stead  lot,  and  rightly  so,  for  all  the  affairs  of  the 
town  and  county,  and  the  Colony,  Province  and  State  have 
had  their  beginnings  and  endings  there  or  in  the  vicinity,  until 
the  closing  years  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

The  first  Town  House  served  its  purpose  from  1658  to 
171 1,  a  period  of  fifty-four  years,  and  during  this  time  the  fol- 
lowing Governors  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  administered  their 
affairs  within  its  walls :  Endicott,  Bellingham,  Leverett  and 
Bradstreet,  under  the  Colonial  Charter ;  Andros,  serving  his 
Royal  master  James  II,  and  Phips,  Stoughton,  Bellomont  and 
Dudley,  under  the  Provincial  Charter.  While  it  stood,  it  wit- 
nessed many  interesting  sights.  The  anxiety  during  King 
Philip's  wars,  when  the  savage  foes  burned  and  slaughtered 
within  a  few  miles  of  Boston ;  the  troubles  which  preceded  the 
vice  royalty  of  Andros,  and  the  annulment  of  the  Charter  in 
1684,  found  expression  in  excited  gatherings  in  the  old  Hall. 
We  catch  a  glimpse  of  these  days  in  an  account  of  a  meeting 
of  the  Governor  and  Council  on  May  25,  1686,  when  Joseph 
Dudley  assumed  the  office  of  President,  under  a  commission  bf 
James  II  ;  the  exemplification  of  the  judgment  against  the 
Charter  was  read  in  open  court,  "  in  the  presence  of  divers  of 
the  eminent  ministers,  gentlemen,  and  inhabitants  of  the  town 
and  country,"  with  his  Majesty's  commission  to  the  new  gov- 
ernment ;  the  President  took  the  oath  of  allegiance ;  and  the 
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officers  being  seated,  a  speech  was  delivered  by  Mr,  Dudley^ 
in  which,  after  referring  to  the  allegiance  which  it  was  hoped 
would  be  shown,  he  proceeded  to  say  : 

The  neceffary  alterations  in  the  rule  and  form  of  His  Majeily's 
government  from  the  method  late  ufed  by  the  government  while  it 
flood  by  the  Charter,  as  they  need  be  but  a  few,  fo  we  affure  you 
Ihall  with  all  care  and  prudence  be  continued  as  plain  and  eafy  as 
is  pofiTible,  and  we  fhall  haften  humbly  to  lay  them  at  his  moft 
gracious  Majefty's  feet,  for  his  allowance  and  confirmation. 

At  the  close  of  this  speech,  a  Proclamation  was  read,  setting 
forth  his  Majesty's  Commission,  which  was  "published  by  beat 
of  drum  and  sound  of  trumpet,"  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to 
every  town.  The  overthrow  of  Andros  followed  in  1689,  and 
the  preparation  of  the  unsuccessful  expedition  against  Nova 
Scotia  in  1 7 1 1 . 

While  the  old  Town  Hall  was  standing,  the  witchcraft  delu- 
sion was  stirring  the  community,  although  happily  none  of  the 
trials  of  that  period  were  conducted  within  its  portals ;  and 
during  the  same  time  it  witnessed  the  growth  of  the  popula- 
tion of  Boston  from  less  than  four  thousand  to  about  nine 
thousand  persons. 

The  building  was  sixty-six  feet  long  and  thirty-six  feet  wide,, 
the  second  story  being  set  on  twenty-one  pillars  ten  feet  high,, 
and  projecting  three  feet  over  them.  The  roof,  which  sloped 
on  all  four  sides,  was  surmounted  by  two  turrets  or  cupolas. 
Josselyn,  who  visited  Boston  in  1663  and  printed  an  account 
of  his  travels,  speaks  of  the  building  as  "a  Town  House  built 
upon  pillars,  where  the  Merchants  may  confer ;  in  the  cham- 
bers above  they  keep  their  monthly  Courts." 

It  is  to  be  deeply  regretted  that  no  authentic  picture  of  that 
first  Town  House  is  in  existence,  and  yet  it  is  wholly  possible 
that  some  traveller  to  our  shores  made  a  drawing  of  it  while  it 
was  standing.  What  an  historical  event  it  would  be,  if  re- 
search in  the  library  of  some  stately  castle  or  picturesque 
manor  house  of  England  should  bring  to  the  delighted  eyes- 
of  Bostonians  such  a  picture  !      Two  representations  of  the 
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building  have  been  made  from  the  specifications  which  have 
been  preserved,  but  the  pictures  lack  the  stamp  of  authen- 
ticity. 

During  its  existence  the  Town  House  was  used  from  time 
to  time  for  various  other  purposes  than  the  administration  of 
public  affairs,  and  mention  of  them  is  appropriate. 

It  contained  for  some  years  the  Town  Library,  an  institu- 
tion also  established  by  the  will  of  Boston's  benefactor,  Capt.- 
Robert  Keayne,  of  whom  I  have  already  spoken. 

After  providing  in  his  will  for  a  suitable  room  in  the  con- 
templated town  building  for  a  "  Library  &  Gallere  for  Devines- 
&  Schollers  to  meete  in,"  the  testator  in  a  subsequent  item.! 
provided  for  the  gathering  of  books  with  which  to  enrich  it;. 
This  item  makes  interesting  reading  for  antiquaries :  — 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  beginning  of  that  Library  rr.y  5 
great  writing  bookes  \v*  are  intended  as  an  Expofition  or  Interpre- 
tation of  the  whole  Bible,  as  alfo  a  4*'^  great  writing  booke  in  which 
is  an  expofition  on  the  Prophecy  of  Daniel,  of  the  Revelations,  & 
the  Prophecy  of  Hofea,  not  long  fmce  began,  all  which  Bookes  are 
written  with  my  owne  hand  fo  farr  as  they  be  writt  &  chuld  defier 
that  fome  able  fcholler  or  two  that  is  a6live  and  dilligent  &  ad- 
didled  to  reading  and  writing  were  ordered  to  carry  on  the  fame- 
workes  by  degrees  as  they  have  leafure  and  opportunity,  &  in  the- 
fame  methods  and  way  as  I  have  begun  (if  a  better  be  not  advifed 
to)  at  leafl  if  it  fhalbe  efteemed  for  the  profitt  of  it  to  young  ftudents- 
(though  not  fo  to  more  able  and  learned  Devines  in  thefe  knowing 
times)  worth  the  labour  as  I  have  &  doe  finde  it  to  my  felfe  worth 
all  the  paines  &  labour  I  have  bellowed  upon  them,  fo  that  if  I  had 
ioqI^  layd  me  down  for  them  to  deprive  me  of  them,  till  my  fight 
or  life  fhould  be  taken  from  me,  I  fhould  not  part  from  them. 

After  arranging  further  that  his  wife,  and  his  son  Benjarnin 
Keayne,  may  select  from  his  library  such  books  as  they  desire,, 
the  testator  wills  that  Mr,  Wilson  and  Mr.  Norton,  respec- 
tively pastor  and  teacher  of  the  First  Church,  and  the  over- 
seers of  his  will  shall  select  from  the  remainder  of  his  library 
such  books  as  they  think  'will  be  appropriate  for  the  Town, 
Library.     He  concluded  the  item  by  hoping  that 
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add  more  to  them  &  helpe  to  carry  the  worke  on  by  bookes  of  more 
valevv,  antiquity,  ufe  and  efleem,  &  that  an  Inventory  may  be  taken 
&  kept  of  thofe  books  that  they  fet  apart  for  the  Library. 

The  Boston  Records,  from  1683  to  171 5,  contain  numerous 
references  to  the  Town  Library.  Among  them  we  find  that 
on  August  31,  1702,  the  selectmen  "ordered  that  M^  John  Bar- 
nerd  jun*"  be  defired  to  make  a  cattalogue  of  all  the  bookes 
belonging  to  the  Towns  Liberary  and  to  Lodge  the  Same  in  y® 
fd  Liberary."  About  two  years  later  Citizen  Barnerd  received 
payment  for  his  services  in  the  following  terms  as  described  in 
the  selectmen's  minutes,  February  28,  1704:  "M"^  John  Bar- 
nerd jun*"  haveing  at  the  requeft  of  the  Sele6tmen  Set  the 
Towns  Liberary  in  good  order,  he  is  allowed  for  S^  Service  two 
of  thofe  bookes  of  w^^  there  are  in  y^  S'^  Liberary  two  of  a 
Sort." 

The  Library  came  to  an  abrupt  close  in  1 7 1 1 ,  when  the  Town 
House  was  destroyed  by  fire,  but  it  is  probable  that  some  of 
its  books  were  saved  from  the  flames  and  surreptitiously  added 
to  the  private  libraries  of  Boston  citizens.  Such  proceedings 
being  deemed  illegal,  the  selectmen  voted  on  June  2,  171 3, 
more  than  a  year  and  a  half  after  the  fire,  that  in  effect,  such 
undesirable  citizens  should  "stand  and  deliver."  The  vote 
reads  : 

That  an  Advertizm*  be  printed  defiring  all  perfons  who  have  any 
of  the  Towns  Liberary  or  can  give  notice  of  any  bookes  or  other 
things  belonging  to  y'^  Town  Houfe  before  y^  Late  fire  to  inform  y« 
T  Treafu""  thereof  in  ord""  to  y'^  being  returned. 

An  interesting  event  occurred  in  the  Town  House  in  1686, 
when,  by  the  authority  of  Governor  Andros,  the  first  religious 
service  in  Boston  of  the  Church  of  England  was  held  within 
its  walls.  Judge  Sewall  speaks  of  this  innovation  in  the  fol- 
lowing words  in  his  Diary,  Wednesday,  May  26,  1686  : 

Mr.  Ratliff  the  Minifter  waits  on  the  Council.  Mr.  Mafon  and 
Randolph  propofe  that  he  may  have  one  of  the  three  houfes  to 
preach  in.     That  is  deny'd  and  he  is  granted  the  Eafl  End  of  the 
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Town  Houfe  where  the  Deputies  meet ;  until  thofe  who  defire  his 
Miniftry  fhall  provide  a  fitter  place. 

Again  under  date  of  "Sabbath,  May  30,  1686,"  he  writes : 

....  wherein  there  is  to  be  Worfliip,  according  to  the  Church  of 
England,  as  'tis  call'd,  in  the  Town  Houfe  by  countenance  of 
Authority.  'Tis  deferred  'till  the  6*  of  June,  at  what  time  the 
Pulpit  is  provided ;  the  pulpit  is  movable,  carried  up  and  down 
flairs  as  occafion  ferves ;  it  feems  many  crouded  thither,  and  the 
Minifler  preached  forenoon  and  afternoon. 

The  result  of  these  services  was  the  gathering  of  the  parish 
of  King's  Chapel,  the  first  Episcopal  church  in  Boston.  Rev. 
Robert  Ratcliffe,  just  mentioned,  was  the  first  Rector,  serv- 
ing from  1686  to  1689. 

It  is  apparent  that  by  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury the  Town  House  had  become  the  centre  of  a  business 
section,  and  as  a  result  the  town  constructed  on  the  first  floor 
numerous  small  shops.  That  these  business  quarters  found 
willing  tenants,  the  selectmen's  minutes  bear  ample  witness. 
To  quote  a  few  records  out  of  many  : 

June  28,  1703.  Granted  to  Benja  Eliot  the  Shop  under  the 
Town  Houfe  formerly  Let  to  John  Howard,  Scribener,  deceafed, 
for  the  term  of  Seven  years  from  this  day  at  40  Shill  p  annum 
June  28**^  y'^  dimentions  are  w*^  infide  9  foot  8  inches  in  length, 
and  4  foot  ij  inches  in  breadth. 

This  record  is  interesting  as  showing  the  extremely  small 
size  of  the  shops. 

Feb"^y  7,  1708.  Voted  by  the  Seledt  men  that  the  Sume  of  fifteen 
pounds  fixteen  fliillings  w*  the  Treafu''  Lately  rec^  for  Dockage  of 
ye  Ship  whereof  Cap^  Flint  is  mafter  Shall  be  Layd  out  in  inclofe- 
ing  &  ffiting  up  Shops  under  the  Shead  at  the  weftei'ly  quarter  of 
the  Town  Houfe  in  order  to  bring  in  Rent  for  the  Town. 

The  Town  House  was  totally  destroyed  in  the  great  fire  of 
October  2,  171 1,  which  Hutchinson  thus  describes  in  his  His- 
tory of  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay : 

It  broke  out  in  an  old  Tenement  within  a  back  Yard  in  Cornhill 
near  the  First  Meeting  House,  occasioned  by  the  carelessness  of  a 
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poor  Scottish  Woman,  one  Mary  Morse,  by  using  Fire  near  a  parcel 
of  Ocum  Chips  and  other  combustible  Rubbish.  All  the  houses  on 
both  sides  of  Cornhill  from  School  Street  to  what  is  called  the 
stone-shop  in  Dock  Square,  all  the  upper  [part  of  King  Street  on 
the  South  and  North  Side,  together  with  the  Town  House  and 
what  was  called  the  Old  Meeting  House  above  it,  were  consumed 
to  ashes. 

When  the  next  morning  dawned,  the  people  of  Boston  real- 
ized that  the  very  heart  of  the  town  had  been  eaten  out  by  the 
fire  which  had  consumed  about  one  hundred  buildings,  and 
made  one  hundred  and  ten  families  homeless. 

It  seems  strange  to  us  who  live  in  the  twentieth  century 
that  the  Rev.  Increase  Mather  believed  that  this  great  Boston 
fire  was  a  judgment  of  God  for  the  wickedness  of  the  people. 
He  said  in  a  sermon  which  he  preached  immediately  after  the 
fire,  "  But  has  not  God's  Holy  Day  been  prophaned  in  New 
England  ?  Has  it  not  been  fo  in  Bofton  this  laft  fummer, 
more  than  ever  fmce  there  was  a  Chriftian  here  1  Have  not 
burdens  been  carried  through  the  ftreets  on  the  Sabbath  day  } 
Have  not  Bakers,  Carpenters  and  other  tradefmen  been  em- 
ployed in  fervile  work  on  the  Sabbath  day  ?  When  I  faw  this 
....  my  heart  faid  Will  not  the  Lord  for  this  kindle  a  fire 
in  Boston." 

It  was  of  course  imperative  that  a  new  building  should  be  at 
once  erected  for  the  administration  of  public  affairs,  and  conse- 
quently the  selectmen  of  Boston  petitioned  the  General  Court 
on  October  17th,  two  weeks  after  the  fire,  for  "Advice  and 
Direftion  for  the  Reftoring  and  Rebuilding  of  the  Houfe  for 
thofe  Publick  ufes  and  about  the  place  where  to  fet  the  fame." 

As  a  result,  a  joint  committee  of  four  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil and  seven  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  was 
appointed,  of  which  Councillor  Elisha  Hutchinson  was  chair- 
man, and  this  committee  recommended  "  that  a  new  houfe  be 
built  in  or  near  where  the  Old  Town  Houfe  ftood,  the  breadth 
not  to  exceed  thirty-six  feet,  the  length  fo  as  to  be  convenient. 
The  charges  to  be  borne  the  one-half  by  the  Town  of  Bofton 
and  County  of  Suffolk  in  equal  Proportion." 
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This  report  having  been  accepted,  a  building  committee  was 
appointed  consisting  of  two  Councillors,  Elisha  Hutchinson 
and  Penn  Townsend,  and  three  Representatives,  Addison 
Davenport,  Samuel  Thaxter  and  Samuel  Phipps,  with  two 
citizens  of  Boston,  —  the  town  having  accepted  the  proposi- 
tion,—  Thomas  Buttolph  and  William  Payne.  It  is  well  for 
us  to  hear  the  names  of  these  prominent  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity who  built  so  true  and  well  that  their  work  endures  to 
this  day. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  it  is  not  known  who  drew  the 
design  of  the  Old  State  House,  for  even  at  the  present  time, 
when  the  art  of  architecture  has  made  such  tremendous  strides, 
we  must  admit  that  the  structure  is  of  pleasing  style  and  good 
proportion. 

Eighteen  months  were  required  for  its  erection,  and  it  was 
consequently  ready  for  occupancy  in  the  spring  of  1 7 1 3 .  It 
is  interesting  in  this  connection  to  find  that  Judge  Sewall  made 
the  following  entry  in  his  ever  open  Diary  on  May  5,  1712  : 
"  I  lay  a  ftone  at  the  South  eaft  Corner  of  the  Town  Houfe, 
and  had  Engraven  on  it  S.  S.  1712."  How  interesting  would 
it  be  if  we  could  point  to-day  to  this  inscription  ;  but  alas !  so 
many  structural  changes  have  been  wrought  in  the  building 
from  time  to  time  that,  in  all  probability,  the  stone  could  not 
now  be  found  in  the  basement  wall. 

A  town  meeting  was  held  in  the  new  building  on  May  1 3, 
171 3,  and  Judge  Sewall  again  records  on  May  28th,  "  I  declared 
to  the  Council  that  Prayer  had  been  too  much  negle6ted  for- 
merly ;  we  were  now  in  a  new  Houfe,  we  ought  to  Reform  ; 
without  it,  I  would  not  be  there.  Mr.  Secretary  affented,  and 
I  was  defired  to  fee  it  effected."  The  Judge's  entry  on  the 
following  day  reads,  "  Dr.  Increafe  Mather  prays  Excellently 
in  the  Council." 

Daniel  Neal,  who  visited  Boston  about  the  year  1720,  in  his 
book  entitled  "  Present  State  of  New  England,"  thus  writes 
of  the  Town  House,  which  was  then  comparatively  new :  — 
"  From  the  Head  of  the  Peer  you  go  up  the  chief  Street  of 
the  Town,  at  the  upper  end  of  which  is  the  Town  Houfe  or 
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Exchange ;  a  fine  piece  of  Building,  containing  befides  the 
Walk  for  the  Merchants,  the  Council  Chamber,  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  other  fpacious  Rooms  for  the  Seffions  of  the 
Courts  of  Juftice.  The  Exchange  is  furrounded  with  Book- 
fellers'  Shops,  which  have  a  good  trade." 

The  first  period  of  time  in  the  existence  of  the  life  of  the 
Old  State  House  may  properly  cover  the  years  from  171 3, 
the  date  of  its  first  occupancy,  to  1747,  when  fire  completely 
destroyed  its  interior  construction  ;  and  during  this  time,  a 
period  of  thirty-four  years,  Joseph  Dudley,  William  Tailer, 
Samuel  Shute,  William  Dummer,  Jonathan  Belcher  and  Wil- 
liam Shirley,  Governors  and  Lieutenant-Governors  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Massachusetts  Bay,  administered  their  official  duties 
in  the  Council  Chamber. 

Interesting  events  also  took  place  here  during  the  same 
period.  In  17 17  the  funeral  obsequies  of  Fitz  John  Winthrop 
were  solemnized  in  this  room,  and  of  this  solemn  scene  Judge 
Sewall  made  the  following  entry  in  his  Diary ; 

Attended  the  Funeral  of  Major  General  Winthrop.  The  Corpfe 
was  carried  to  the  Town  Houfe  the  night  before :  now  buried  from 
the  Council  Chamber.  Bearers,  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
[Samuel  Shute  was  then  in  office],  Gov.  Dudley:  Lt.  Gov.  Dummer, 
Col.  Taylor :  Col.  Elilha  Sewall,  Samuel  Sewall.  Scarfs  and  Rings. 
The  Regiment  attended  in  Arms.  Mr.  John  Winthrop  led  the 
Widow.  'Twas  paft  five  before  we  went.  The  Streets  were  crowd- 
ed with  people :  was  laid  in  Gov.  Winthrop's  Tomb  in  Old  Burial 
Place. 

It  was  in  the  Council  Chamber  that  the  famous  expedition 
was  organized  in  1746,  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  Louis- 
burg  from  France.  In  the  expedition  the  Provincial  troops 
were  very  fortunately  assisted  by  a  British  fleet,  and  the  next 
year  the  conquering  heroes.  Sir  William  Pepperrell  and  Ad- 
miral Peter  Warren,  here  received  the  congratulations  of  the 
Government,  and  on  their  way  thereto  the  plaudits  of  the  peo- 
ple welcomed  their  safe  arrival  in  Boston  from  a  most  success- 
ful campaign. 
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It  was  also  in  this  same  latter  year,  1 747,  that  the  Old  State 
House  was  the  centre  of  an  outburst  of  popular  indignation, 
caused  by  the  seizure  of  sailors  and  landsmen  to  supply  the 
places  of  deserters  from  a  fleet  of  British  vessels,  commanded 
by  one  Commodore  Knowles,  which  had  anchored  in  the  har- 
bor. The  building,  in  which  the  General  Court  was  assembled, 
was  surrounded  after  dark  by  several  thousands  of  excited  citi- 
zens, who  threw  stones  and  brickbats  through  the  windows 
into  the  Council  Chamber.  This  act  of  violence  caused  Gov- 
ernor Shirley  to  appear  on  the  balcony  and  address  the  people, 
promising  to  have  the  impressed  townsmen  released.  The 
matter  was  arranged  a  few  days  later  to  the  satisfaction  of 
both  sides,  and  the  British  fleet  sailed  away.  Commodore 
Knowles  being  convinced,  no  doubt,  that  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton, even  thirty  years  before  the  Revolution,  were  very  fond  of 
asserting  their  rights. 

One  month  later,  December  9,  1747,  the  building  was  dev- 
astated by  fire  and  on  the  next  day  the  Boston  Weekly  News 
Letter  published  the  following  account  of  the  catastrophe : 

Yeflerday  morning  between  6  &  7  o'clock  we  were  exceedingly 
furprifed  by  a  moft  terrible  Fire,  which  broke  out  at  the  Court 
Houfe  in  this  Town,  whereby  that  fpacious  and  beautiful  Building 
except  the  bare  outward  Walls,  was  entirely  deflroyed.  As  the 
Fire  began  in  the  middle  or  fecond  Story,  the  Records,  Books, 
Papers,  Furniture,  Pidtures  of  the  Kings  and  Queens,  &c.,  which 
were  in  the  Council  Chamber,  the  Chamber  of  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives  and  the  Apartments  thereof,  in  that  Story,  were  con- 
fumed  ;  as  were  alfo  the  Books  and  Papers  in  the  Offices  of.  the 
upper  Story :  Thofe  in  the  Offices  below  were  moftly  saved.  In 
the  Cellars,  which  were  hired  by  feveral  perfons,  a  great  quantity 
of  Wines  and  other  Liquors  were  loft.  The  publick  Damage  fuf- 
tain'd  by  this  fad  Difafter  is  inexpreffibly  great,  and  the  Lpfs  to 
fome  particular  Perfons,  'tis  faid,  will  amount  to  feveral  Thoufand 
Pounds.  The  Vehemence  of  the  Flames  occafion'd  fuch  a  great 
Heat  as  to  fet  the  Roofs  of  fome  of  the  oppofite  houfes  on  Fire, 
notwithftanding  they  had  been  covered  with  Snow,  and  it  was  ex- 
tinguifhed  with  much  Difficulty.      How  the    Fire  was    occafion'd, 
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whether  by  Defects  in  the  Chimney  or  Hearth  as  fome  think,  is 
uncertain. 

As  was  the  case  when  the  building  was  erected  in  171 3,  the 
charge  for  its  repair  after  the  fire  was  divided  between  the 
Province,  County  and  Town,  each  paying  the  same  proportion 
as  before.  The  amount  expended  was  -£370$  :  lis.:  4d.,  and 
that  this  sum  was  not  a  greater  one  was  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  brick  walls  were  so  well  and  heavily  built  as  to  warrant 
their  continued  use. 

We  have  another  pen  picture  of  the  building,  written  in 
1750  just  after  its  rehabilitation.  The  account  is  taken  from 
the  Diary  of  Capt.  Francis  Goelet,  who  visited  Boston  at  that 
time. 

They  have  alfo  a  Town  Houfe,  built  of  Brick,  fituated  in  King's 
ftreet.  It's  a  very  Grand  Building,  Arch'd  all  Round,  and  Two 
Stories  High,  Safh'd  above  ;  its  Lower  Part  is  always  Open,  de- 
fign'd  as  a  Change,  tho'  the  Merchants  in  Fair  Weather  make  their 
Change  in  the  open  Street  at  the  Eaftermoft  End.  In  the  upper 
Story  are  the  Council  and  Affembly  Chambers  &c.  It  has  a  neat 
Capulo,  fafli'd  all  round,  and  which  on  rejoycing  days  is  Ellumi- 
nated. 

The  second  period  in  the  history  of  the  Old  State  House 
may  be  said  to  extend  from  its  rebuilding  in  1 748  to  the  time 
when  it  was  abandoned  by  the  State  officials,  who  on  January 
II,  1798,  marched  in  picturesque  procession  from  its  closing 
portals  to  Beacon  Hill,  where  they  took  formal  possession  of 
the  new  and  elegant  State  House  erected  on  its  summit.  And 
by  this  time  also,  the  various  courts  had  been  removed  to  the 
Court  House  on  Court  Street,  and  Boston  town  meetings  were 
held  in  the  larger  Faneuil  Hall. 

During  this  period  of  fifty  years  the  official  affairs  of  the 
Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  were  administered  in  the  Coun- 
cil Chamber  by  Governors  Shirley,  Pownall  and  Bernard,  Lieu- 
tenant-governor Hutchinson,  and  General  Gage,  the  last  of  the 
line  of  Royal  officials. 
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In  the  Council  Chamber,  John  Hancock  was  inaugurated  as 
first  Governor  of  Massachusetts  when  the  State  government 
was  set  in  motion  in  1780,  and  after  him  followed  in  succession 
James  Bowdoin,  then  Hancock  again,  Samuel  Adams,  Increase 
Sumner  and  Caleb  Strong. 

It  is  only  possible  in  this  paper  to  mention  the  stirring 
events  which  crowded  the  years  between  1761,  when  James 
Otis  argued  against  the  Writs  of  Assistance,  and  1789,  when 
the  community  paid  homage  to  the  First  Citizen  of  the  Repub- 
lic, who  was  also  "  First  in  War,  First  in  Peace  and  First  in 
the  Hearts  of  His  Countrymen."  Some,  like  the  foregoing, 
took  place  in  the  Old  State  House ;  others,  which  happened 
elsewhere  in  Boston,  cast  their  resultant  effects  into  the  grave 
deliberations  of  the  Council  Chamber. 

Arranged  chronologically  they  were  as  follows  ;  in  1770,  the 
Boston  Massacre,  Samuel  Adams  demanding  the  withdrawal  of 
the  British  troops  from  Boston  and  the  trial  of  Captain  Preston 
and  his  soldiers  who  participated  in  the  massacre.  In  1776, 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  proclaimed  from  the  east- 
ern balcony  to  a  great  concourse  of  people  assembled  in  King 
Street.  The  year  1782  was  made  memorable  by  a  reception 
in  honor  of  the  French  fleet  and  army,  who  were  on  their  way 
home  to  France.  In  1783,  the  Treaty  of  Peace  was  likewise 
proclaimed  to  a  great  multitude  gathered  in  the  street  below. 
And  to  crown  all,  "  Here  the  child  of  Independence  was  born." 
Is  not  this  glory  enough  for  one  building  ? 

The  next  period,  from  1798  to  1881,  was  the  one  in  which, 
as  has  been  well  said,  the  old  Town  House  fell  on  evil  days. 
It  is  true  that  for  the  short  space  of  ten  years  it  served  as  the 
City  Hall  of  the  municipality  of  Boston,  but  for  the  remainder 
of  that  long  period  it  was  shorn  of  its  historic  fame,  altered  so 
as  to  be  almost  unrecognizable,  and  put  to  the  sordid  labor  of 
producing  revenue  for  the  town  and  city  treasury. 

To  relate  more  in  detail  the  vicissitudes  and  changes  which 
came  to  the  building:  in  1803  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts having  erected,  a  few  years  before,  a  suitable  build- 
ing for  transacting   its    official   affairs,   sold   to   the  town  of 
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Boston  all  of  its  rights  in  the  Town  House  for  the  sum  of 
six  thousand  dollars  ;  at  the  same  time  the  Counties  of  Suffolk 
and  Norfolk  relinquished  their  claims  for  the  sums  of  $1923.43 
and  $1176.58  respectively.  By  this  arrangement  Boston  be- 
came the  sole  owner  of  the  property.  By  vote  of  the  town  it 
was  then  leased  to  various  tenants  for  a  number  of  years  ;  and 
at  this  time,  also,  "the  lanthorn,"  as  it  is  called  in  the  records, 
was  used  as  an  observatory  for  vessels  entering  the  harbor. 

The  town  voted  on  June  22,  1820,  to  lease  the  eastern  half 
of  the  second  story  and  the  attic  to  the  Masonic  Fraternity 
for  ten  years,  at  an  annual  rental  of  $600.  During  its  occu- 
pancy by  the  Freemasons,  Bowen  published  the  following 
description  of  the  building,  in  his  "Picture  of  Boston,"  first 
edition,"  1828-9:  —  "Old  State  House.  The  building  first 
erected  for  governmental  business  was  placed  at  the  head  of 
State  street.  It  has  been  twice  burnt.  The  last  time  it  was 
destroyed  was  in  1747,  and  it  was  repaired  in  its  present  form 
in  the  following  year.  The  building  is  in  length  no  feet,  in 
breadth  38  feet,  three  stories  high,  finished  according  to  the 
Tuscan,  Dorick  and  Ionic  orders.  The  lower  story  of  this 
building  is  now  rented  by  the  city  for  stores  and  offices  ;  the 
second  and  third  stories,  except  one  room  at  the  west  of  the 
second  story  (which  is  occupied  for  the  City  Treasurer's  office),, 
are  occupied  by  the  Masonic  Lodges  in  Boston.  The  Masonic 
Hall  is  elegantly  embellished ;  the  decorations  and  furniture 
are  very  rich  and  appropriate,  and  the  room  is  sufficiently 
capacious  for  most  Masonic  purposes.  It  measures  43  by  32 
feet,  and  is  16  feet  high."  Then  follows  a  list  of  the  several 
Masonic  bodies  occupying  the  building  and  the  dates  of  their 
meetings.  The  description  concludes  :  "  This  building,  being 
placed  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  first  streets  in  Boston,  has 
quite  a  pleasant  and  imposing  appearance  to  the  stranger  as 
he  approaches  it  from  Long  Wharf.  In  Hale's  '  Survey  of 
Boston  and  Vicinity,'  the  measures  of  distances  are  reckoned 
from  this  building." 

While  in  use  as  a  Masonic  Hall   the  building  had  two  nar- 
row escapes  from  demolition.     The  directors   of  the  United 
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States  Bank  offered  to  buy  the  property  in  1822,  as  a  site  for 
their  contemplated  bank  building,  but  fortunately  the  offer  was 
declined.  In  1826  the  Washington  Monument  Association, 
after  deliberate  consideration,  decided  that  the  site  of  the  Old 
State  House  was  the  best  that  offered  for  the  erection  of  Chan- 
trey's  statue  of  Washington.  But  this  proposition  was  also 
declined,  and  the  statue  finds  an  appropriate  place  in  Doric 
Hall  in  the  present  State  House. 

In  1830  the  building  was  much  altered  and  renovated,  to 
become  in  part  for  a  decade  of  years  the  home  of  the  City 
Government  of  Boston,  and  to  it  was  given  a  new  title.  City 
Hall.  Porticos  were  added  at  both  ends,  and  the  interior  was 
rearranged  to  give  the  required  number  of  halls  and  offices. 
The  dedication  took  place  September  17th,  1830,  the  two 
hundredth  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Boston. 

The  first  floor,  the  portion  not  used  for  municipal  purposes, 
was  devoted  to  uses  closely  allied  to  the  business  interests  of 
a  growing  commercial  city.  A  description  of  these  is  in- 
cluded in  the  following  account  of  the  building,  taken  from 
Bowen's  "Picture  of  Boston,"  edition  of  1838  :  — 

On  the  first  floor  are  three  large  rooms ;  that  facing  Washington 
Street  is  the  United  States  Post  Office.  At  the  other  extremity, 
looking  down  State  Street,  is  Topliff's  News  Room,  one  of  the  best 
conducted  establishments  for  the  accommodation  of  merchants  in 
the  United  States.  The  middle  room,  a  lofty  apartment  supported 
by  pillars,  is  the  Merchants'  Exchange,  and  common  thoroughfare 
to  the  public  offices. 

From  this  central  room  is  a  flight  of  winding  stairs  leading  to  a 
suite  of  apartments  in  the  second  story.  Directly  over  the  Post 
Office  is  the  hall  of  the  Common  Council,  in  which  they  ordinarily 
meet  on  public  business.  In  the  opposite  end  of  the  building  is 
the  hall  of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen.  In  this  room  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  city,  together  with  the  City  Clerk,  remain  through 
the  day  in  the  discharge  of  their  ordinary  duties.  The  Board  of 
Aldermen  hold  their  meetings,  also,  on  Monday  evenings.  Around 
the  circular  area  of  the  stairs  are  a  series  of  offices,  viz. :  the  Audi- 
tor's, Treasurer's,  Assistant  City  Clerk's,  Clerk  of  Common  Council, 
and  the  Health  Offxe,  which  latter  accommodates  the  City  Marshal, 
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Superintendent  of  Burial  Grounds,  Physician  of  the  Port,  Captain 
of  the  Port,  Captain  of  the  Watch,  Superintendent  of  Lamps,  and 
the  Commissioner  of  Streets. 

Another  flight  of  stairs  leads  to  the  third  story,  in  which  is  the 
office  of  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department,  City  Land 
Commissioner,  Messenger,  a  Committee  Room,  and  a  large  hall,  in 
which  is  a  recently  organized  public  Vaccine  Institution  for  the 
gratuitous  inoculation  of  the  poor. 

The  whole  is  lighted  with  gas,  as  well  as  the  lamps  at  the  four 
corners  of  the  building.  Besides  being  ornamental  to  the  city,  the 
concentration  of  so  many  important  offices  under  one  roof  renders 
the  City  Hall  an  object  of  peculiar  interest. 

This  description  of  the  "  City  Hall "  also  gives  the  following 
account  of  a  fire  which  occurred  in  1832,  at  which  time  the 
building  narrowly  escaped  destruction  :  — 

On  the  2ist  of  November,  1832,  about  five  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, this  ancient  building,  the  scene  of  so  many  interesting  events, 
again  took  fire  from  an  opposite  (burning)  building,  under  the  stool 
of  one  of  the  Lutheran  windows,  which  soon  communicated  with 
the  under  side  of  the  roof,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  uncommon 
exertions  of  the  Fire  Department,  it  must  have  been  completely 
prostrated  in  a  little  time.  As  it  was,  however,  the  damages  were 
easily  repaired.  The  appropriation  of  the  Council  for  the  pur- 
pose was  $3,500.00.  No  papers  of  importance  were  lost,  and  the 
curious  records  of  the  city,  from  its  first  settlement,  for  a  third  time 
were  safely  rescued  from  a  devouring  element. 

The  writer,  within  a  few  years  of  the  close  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  frequently  conversed  with  Mr.  George  Washington 
Talbot,  who  rendered  good  service  as  a  Boston  fireman  at  the 
above-mentioned  fire.  Mr.  Talbot,  when  he  died  in  1900  at 
the  age  of  ninety-two  years,  was  the  oldest  member  of  the 
Boston  Veteran  Firemen's  Association. 

It  is  also  interesting  that  a  copy  in  oil  of  Salmon's  painting 
of  this  fire  is  in  the  Collections  of  the  Bostonian  Society. 
An  engraving  of  this  painting  appeared  for  many  years  at  the 
head  of  the  membership  certification  of  the  Boston  Volunteer 
Fire  Department. 
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When  Mayor  Harrison  Gray  Otis  delivered  an  address  at 
the  dedication,  he  spoke  with  his  customary  eloquence  of  the- 
inspiring  history  of  the  old  Town  House,  and  especially  of 
the  reading  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  from  the 
Council  Chamber  balcony  to  the  people  of  Boston,  a  scene  of 
which  he  was  a  witness  in  his  boyhood.  But  his  admonition 
to  show  proper  respect  to  "the  ancient  Temple  of  Liberty," 
as  he  called  it,  fell  on  deaf  ears  ;  for  when,  ten  years  later, 
the  authorities  left  the  building  never  to  return,  —  and  that 
was  eight  years  before  Mr.  Otis  died, — the  Old  State  House 
fell  again  upon  evil  days.  In  1840,  the  city  fathers  voted 
once  more  to  lease  the  building  for  business  purposes,  and 
during  the  next  forty  years  it  was  so  used,  its  condition  mean-^ 
while  constantly  deteriorating.  An  unsightly  mansard  roof, 
pierced  with  many  windows,  was  placed  on  it,  and  it  was  further 
defaced  by  numerous  business  signs  and  telegraph  wires.  But 
all  the  time  it  was  producing  revenue,  and  in  the  eyes  of  many 
Bostonians  of  materialistic  tendencies  that  was  quite  enough. 

The  year  of  redemption  for  the  venerable  structure  came  in 
due  course  of  time,  for  the  City  Government  of  1881  voted  to 
restore  the  building  to  its  original  condition  as  near  as  possible, 
at  a  cost  of  thirty-five  thousand  dollars. 

The  battle  in  the  Common  Council  for  its  preservation,  for 
there  the  project  met  with  great  opposition,  was  led  by  a  mem- 
ber from  Ward  12,  Mr.  William  H.  Whitmore,  who  was  well 
known  as  an  antiquarian.  He  was  President  of  the  Council  in 
1879,  ^^^  is  still  remembered  as  holding  the  position  of  City 
Registrar  of  Boston  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1900. 

It  is  only  just  to  say  that  to  William  H.  Whitmore,  more 
than  to  any  other  man,  the  Old  State  House  owed  its  preser- 
vation in  1 88 1.  But  it  is  only  fair  to  add  that,  in  the  public 
hearings  on  the  question,  Mr.  Whitmore  was  ably  assisted  by 
other  well-known  citizens,  who  eloquently  urged  that  the  build- 
ing be  preserved  for  the  people  as  a  memorial. 

When  the  safety  of  the  building  had  been  assured,  the 
Boston  Antiquarian  Club,  then  newly  organized,  was,  at  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  incorporated,  becoming  "  the  Bos- 
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tonian  Society,"  as  the  city  authorities  were  wilHng  to  lease 
the  renovated  building'  to  an  incorporated  historical  society. 

The  Bostonian  Society  has  been  the  guardian  of  the  Old 
State  House  since  that  time,  a  period  of  twenty-six  years, 
and  has  in  the  meanwhile  grown  to  such  an  extent  that  it  now 
has  more  than  eleven  hundred  members,  all  interested  in  "  the 
study  of  the  history  of  Boston  and  the  preservation  of  its 
antiquities." 

But  even  with  such  a  guardian,  materialism  has  been  knock- 
ing at  the  doors  of  the  Old  State  House  for  the  past  few  years, 
and  as  a  result  a  minor  portion  is  now  in  use  as  a  subway 
station,  and  this  occupation  has  wrought  a  change  in  its  exter- 
nal appearance  which  is  deeply  to  be  regretted. 

At  an  even  more  recent  date  additional  space  was  demanded 
for  the  same  purpose,  and  it  was  only  by  the  combined  resist- 
ance of  the  most  pronounced  kind  that  the  demand  was  not 
enforced. 

Legislation  has  now  been  enacted,  whereby  no  further  dese- 
cration will  be  allowed,  and  under  which  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  has  been  constituted  as  an  additional  guardian. 

It  would  seem  that  the  fostering  care  of  the  City,  the  State, 
the  Society  which  claims  the  building  as  its  home,  and  the 
public  at  large,  would  suffice  for  the  desired  end  ;  but  in  this 
life  we  are  sure  of  nothing  but  the  laws  of  nature.  Therefore 
let  us  still  raise  our  battle  cry,  "  The  Old  State  House  must 
and  shall  be  preserved." 
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SPECIAL   FUNDS. 


The  Invested   Funds  of  the  Society  include  the  following. 
Special  Funds :  — 


Robert  Charles  Billings  Fund     . 
Boston  Memorial  Association  Fund 
Edward  IngersoU  Browne  Fund 
George  Oliver  Carpenter  Memorial  Fund 
Mrs.  Catherine  Page  Perkins  Fund     . 
Samuel  Elwell  Sawyer  Fund 
Joseph  Henry  Stickney  Fund 
Robert  Charles  Winthrop  Fund 


3,000  GO- 

$1,179  S^' 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

4,000  00 

4,610  87 

1,000  00 

3,000  00 

FORM   OF    BEQUEST. 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  The  Bostonian   Society,  in  the 

City  of  Boston,  the  sum  of dollars, 

for  the  general  use  and  purposes  of  the  said  Society. 


ADDITIONS   TO    THE    SOCIETY'S    LIBRARY,    1907. 


Donors. 

Vol- 
umes. 

Pam- 
phlets. 

Adams,  Charles  Francis 

I 

Albree,  John 

I 

American  Book  Company    . 

I 

Bailey,  Mrs.  Anna  L 

I 

Boston  Athenaeum       .         .         . 

I 

Boston  Cemetery  Department 

I 

Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts 

I 

Boston  Public  Library 

13 

Boston  Registry  Department 

I 

Boston  Street  Department    . 

I 

Boston  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 

I 

Brookline,  Town  of      . 

I 

Cambridge  Historical  Society 

I 

Charles  River  Basin  Commission 

3 

2 

Children's  Hospital     .... 

I 

Colonial  Society  of  Massachusetts 

I 

Comer,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 

I 

Crafts,  William  F.        .         .         .         .. 

I 

Davis,  Ephraim  C.       .         .          .         . 

I 

Dorchester  Historical  Society 

4 

Durant,  Mrs.  Henry  F.         .         .         . 

I 

Essex  Institute 

4 

Fairbanks,  Fred.  C 

2 

Fairbanks,  Miss  Mittie  B.    . 

I 

Folsom,  Albert  A 

I 

Fowler,  Mrs.  Laura  W. 

I 

Carried  forward    .         .     -    . 

16 
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Donors. 


Brought  forward   . 

Gates,  Samuel  P.         ....         . 

Gay,  Frederick  L.         .         .         .         . 

Gilbert,  Shepard  D 

Hills,  Thomas     ...... 

Historical  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Ohio 

Hosmer,  Jerome  C.      .         .         .         .  . 

Hunt,  Edmund  S.         .         .         .  .         . 

Hutchins,  Charles  L.  . 

Illinois  State  Historical  Society    . 

Interstate  Commerce  Commission 

James,  William  G.        .         .         .         .         . 

Library  of  Congress     ..... 

Loud,  John  J.       .....         . 

Manchester  Historic  Association 

Massachusetts,  Commissioner  of  Public  Records 

of 

Massachusetts,  Secretary  of  State  of 
Massachusetts    Society;    Sons    of   the    American 
Revolution   ...... 

Matthews,  Albert 

Medford  (Mass.)  Historical  Societ}-     . 
National  Society ;  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu 
tion      ....... 

New  England  Historic-Genealogical  Society 

New  Haven  Colony  Historical  Society 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society 

Old  Northwest  Genealogical  Society 

Ropes,  Charles  H. 

Purchased  .... 

Quincy,  Josiah  P. 
Robinson,  James  W.    . 
Salem  (Mass.)  Public  Library 
Sanford,  Peleg  B. 
Schenectady  Historical  Society 

Carried  forzvard 


Vol- 
umes. 


Pam- 
phlets. 


i6 
I 


I 

15 


I 
I 
I 
I 
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Donors. 


Brought  forward 
Sharon  Historical  Society    . 
Smith,  Robert  B. 
Smithsonian  Institution 
Society  of  Colonial  Wars  in  the 

of  Massachusetts 
State  Historical  Society  of  Iowa 
State  Street  Trust  Co. 
Stedman,  C.  Ellery 
Taylor,  Charles  H.,  Jr. 
Tilton,  George  P. 
Treat,  John  H.    . 
Varnum,  John  M. 
Watkins,  Walter  K.      . 
Weston,  Thomas 
Whittier,  Charles  C.    . 
Winthrop  (Mass.)  Public  Library 
Woburn  (Mass.)  Public  Library  . 


Commonwealth 


Vol- 
umes. 


Pam- 
phlets. 


6i 
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I 


I 
I 

73 


ADDITIONS    BY   GIFT   AND    LOAN 
TO   THE   SOCIETY'S    COLLECTIONS,    1907. 


DONORS. 


Adams,  W.  F. 
Appleton,  William  S. 


Boston   Consolidated 
Gas  Co. 

Bradford,  William  R. 

Brigham,  Miss  Eliza- 
beth F. 

Brown,  Miss  Lillian 

Butterfield,   William 

.  A. 
Chapman,  George  A. 


Crandon,  Edwin  S. 

Dewing,  Mrs.  Benja- 
min F. 

Edmands,  J.  Rayner 


DESCRIPTION. 


Copies  of  the  Boston  Advertiser ^  Aug.  31,  1850, 
and  the  Boston  Gazette,  Oct.  30,  1852. 

Oil  portrait  of  Hon.  Nathaniel  Appleton,  1779- 
1861.  Loaned,  1885  ;  withdrawn,  1907.  Oil 
portrait  of  Capt.  Nathan  Appleton,  1 843-1906. 
Original  autograph  list  of  subscribers  for  the 
publication  in  1784  of  a  map  of  the  four  New 
England  States.  Loaned,  1904;  withdrawn, 
1906.     (Loans.) 

Jar  found  in  a  well,  before  filling,  on  the  premises 
of  the  company  at  the  corner  of  Commercial  and 
Prince  Streets. 

Piece  of  oak,  with  iron  rod  inserted,  from  the  frigate 
"  Constitution." 

Door  lock  from  the  Hollis-street  Meeting:  House. 


Crockery  bowl  from  the  ruins  of  the  Boston  Fire, 
1872. 

Reproduction  of  Pelham's  Map  of  Boston,  1775. 

Two  pieces  of  script  issued  during  the  Civil  War, 
by  Harris  and  Chapman.  Bill  dated  Oct.  16, 
1 781,  of  Samuel  Chapman  against  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  for  riding  express  to 
Great  Barrington  and  Provincetown. 

Steel  letter  head  die  of  Atwood's  Caf6. 

Washington-Lafayette  pitcher. 

Steel  portrait,  on  vellum  and  numbered  2,  of  Lieut. 
Col.  Thomas  Franklin  Edmands,  1 840-1906, 
for  many  years  commander  of  the  First  Corps 
of  Cadets. 
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DONORS. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Everett,    Miss    Anna 
S. 

Faught,  George  N, 

Fowle,  Charles  H. 

Fowler,    Mrs.    Laura 
W. 

Glunt,  A.  Earl. 

Gould,  Elizabeth  Por- 
ter, estate  of  the  late 

Halstram,  Charles  W. 

Heard,  Henry 

Hills,  Thomas 

Hosmer,  Jerome  C. 


Kendall,  Mrs.  Harriet 
M. 

McDonald,  James  W. 

Minns,  Thomas 


Pape,  Eric 

Parker,  P.  Hildreth 

Parsons,  Miss  Anna, 
estate  of  the  late 

Phillips,  Henry  A. 
Prescott,  George  W. 

Rounds,  Samuel  W. 

Shimmin,  Misses 
Blanche  and  Marian 


Four  silver  medals,  awarded  at  Mrs.  Rawson's 
School,  1 817  and  1818. 

Framed  photograph  of  Andrew  Carney,  merchant 
and  philanthrophist,  1 794-1 864. 

Three  financial  reports  of  the  Provident  Institu- 
tion for  Savings,  1836,  1844  and  1847. 

Miscellaneous  collection  of  programmes. 

United  States  copper  cent,  1794. 
Cup  of  wood  from  the  "  Old  Elm." 

Map  of  Boston,  1846. 

Six  weekly  toll  receipts.  West  Boston  Bridge. 

Political  Scrap-book,  Boston,  1 852-1 870. 

Commemorative  medal  of  the  Centennial  of  Amer- 
ican Independence,  1876.  Lithograph  of  the 
Battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Photographs  of  the 
Hosmer  and  Winthrop  houses  in  Concord.  Flip 
pitcher  found  in  the  Hancock  Tavern  when  de- 
molished. 

House  flag  of  Magoun  &  Son,  Boston. 

Old  State  House  rent  bill,  1810. 

Four  photographs  of  pastel  and  oil  portraits  of 
Thomas  Hancock,  1 703-1 764;  his  wife,  Lydia 
Henchman,  17 14-1776,  and  John  Hancock, 
1737-1793- 

Five  framed  paintings  of  scenes  in  Hawthorne's 
"  Scarlet  Letter,"  made  to  illustrate  a  publica- 
tion of  that  novel. 

Bronze  medal  commemorating  the  dedication  of 
the  Grant  Tomb,  New  York,  April  27,  1897. 

French  mantel  clock. 

Two  photographs  of  the  Mather-Eliot  house,  Han- 
over  street,  demolished  1906. 

Cup  of  wood  from  the  "  Feather  Store,"  built 
1680,  demolished  i860. 

Three  pieces  of  Continental  money. 

Dining-table  formerly  owned  by  Thomas  McDon- 
ough,  first  British  Consul  of  New  England. 


OFFICERS 


BOSTONIAN  SOCIETY 


SINCE   ITS   ORGANIZATION. 


Presidents. 
CURTIS    GUILD,  1881-1906. 
JAMES    F.  HUNNEWELL,  1907  ■ 

Vice-President. 
Francis  H.  Manning,  1907  — 


Clerks  and  Treasurers.'^ 
*Samuel  M.  Quincy  .    .   1881-1884 
James  M.  Hubbard  .    .  1884-1885 
*Daniel  T.  V.  Huntoon  i88i;-i886 


*William  C.  Burrage  .  1 886-1890 
S.  Arthur  Bent  .  .  1 890-1 899 
Charles  F.  Read    .     .  1809  


Directors. 


*Thomas  J.  Allen    .     . 

*Thomas  C.  Amory  .     . 

*  William  S.  Appleton 
I 890-1 894 
William  H.  Baldwin 
S.  Arthur  Bent 
Robert  R.  Bishop  . 
Joshua  P.  Bodfish  . 

*George  O.  Carpenter 
Benjamin  C.  Clark 

*David  H.  Coolidge 

*Jacob  a.  Dresser 
John  W.  Farwell 

*Albert  a.  Folsom 

COURTENAY    GuiLD 

Curtis  Guild  .     . 
*JoHN  T.  Hassam  . 


1886-1887 
I 884-1 889 
1881-1887 

I 884-1 886 


I 888-1 896 
I 890-1 906 
1895-1907 
1891-1894 

1907  . 

1897-1907 

1908  

1881-1906 
i88i-i8qo 


*Hamilton  a.  Hill  .    . 

James  F.  Hunnewell  . 

John  Lathrop  .  .  . 
*Abbott  Lawrence  .     . 

William  H.  Lincoln  . 

Francis  H.  Manning  . 

William  T.  R.  Marvin 

Thomas  Minns    .    .    . 

GrenvilleH.  Norcross 
*Edward  G.  Porter  .  . 
*Samuel  H.  Russell  . 
*Samuel  E.  Sawyer 

Charles  H.  Taylor,  Jr. 
*WiLLiAM  W.  Warren  . 

*WlLLIAM  H.  WhITMORE 

Levi  L.  Willcutt   .     . 


1883-1895 

1894  

1887-1899 
1882-1884 
I 899-1 
1904  - 
1900  - 
1881-1 
1908  - 
1896-1 
1882-1 
I 
1906  - 
1886-1 
188^-1 


903 


900 


890 


*  Deceased. 
t  The  offices  of  Clerk  and  Treasurer  are  held  by  one  person. 


OFFICERS   FOR   1908 


President 

JAMES   F.   HUNNEWELL 

Vice-President 

Francis  H.  Manning 

Clerk  and  Treasurer 

Charles  F.  Read 

P.  O.  address,  Old  State  House 

Directors 


Francis  H.  Manning 
Charles  H.  Taylor,  Jr. 
John  W.  Farwell 
Grenville  H.  Norcross 


Joshua  P.  Bodfish 
James  F.  Hunnewell 
Levi  L.  Willcutt 
William  T.  R.  Marvin 

COURTENAY    GuiLD 

Committee  on  Finance 
James  F.  Hunnewell  |         Grenville  H.  Norcross 

COURTENAY    GuiLD 

Committee  on  the  Rooms 


Levi  L.  Willcutt 
Francis  H.  Manning 
Charles  H.  Taylor,  Jr. 


James  L.  Whitney 
Francis  H.  Brown 


Courtenay  Guild 
J.  Grafton  Minot 
The  President  and  Clerk 
ex  officiis 
Committee  on  the  Library 

Walter  K.  Watkins 
William  G.  Shillaber 


Henry  W.  Cunningham 

Committee  on  Papers 

William  T.  R.  Marvin  |        Zachary  T.  Hollingsworth 

Edwin  D.  Mead 

Comtnittee  on  Publications 


Edward  B.  Reynolds 
Albert  Matthews 


John  W.  Farwell 
RuFus  G.  F.  Candage 

Com.m.ittee  on  Membership 
Charles  H.  Taylor,  Jr.  [  William  L.  Allen 

Joseph  B.  Moors  |         William  Grant  James 

B.  Preston  Clark 

Committee  on  Memorials 
Grenville  H.  Norcross  [  Francis  H.  Brown 

Francis  H.  Appleton 


CUSTODIANS. 

Robert  B.  Smith  |  James  W.  Robinson 

William  T.  Crafts. 


HONORARY    MEMBERS. 


Bent,  Samuel  Arthur 
•Chamberlain,  Mellen 
Guild,  Curtis 


Matthews,  Nathan,  Jr. 

♦O'Brien,  Hugh 

*  Smith,  Samuel  Francis 


LIFE    MEMBERS. 


Abbe,  Henry  Thayer 
Abbot,  Edward  Stanley 
Abbot,  Edwin  Hale 
*Abbot,  Francis  Ellingwood 
•Abbott,  Marshall  Kittredge 
Adams,  Alexander  Clinton 
Adams,  Charles  Francis 
Adams,  Mrs.  Isabella  Hortense 
Addicks,  John  Edward 
Allan,  Mrs.  Anna 
Allen,  Miss  Clara  Ann 
Allen,  Crawford  Carter 
•Allen,  Elbridge  Gerry 
Allen,  Francis  Richmond 
Allen,  Gardner  Weld 
•Allen,  James  Woodward 
Allen,  Thomas 
•Alley,  John  Robinson 
Ames,  Mrs.  Anna  Coffin 
Ames,  Charles  Gordon 
•Ames,  Frederick  Lothrop 
•Ames,  Oliver 

•Ames,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Caroline 
Amory,  Arthur 
Amory,  Francis  Inman 
Amory,  Frederic 
•Andrews,  Frank  William 
Andrews,  John  Adams 


Angell,  Henry  Clay 
Anthony,  Silas  Reed 
•Appleton,  Mrs.  Emily  Warren 
Appleton,  Francis  Henry 
*Appleton,  Nathan 
•Appleton,  William  Sumner 
•Armstrong,  George  Washington 
•Atherton,  Joseph  Ballard 
Atherton,  Miss  Lily  Bell ' 
•Atkins,  Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth 
Atwood,  David  Edgar 
•Austin,  James  Walker 
Ayer,  James  Bourne 
Bacon,  Mrs.  Louisa  Crowninshield 
Badger,  Arthur  Campbell 
Badger,  Daniel  Bradford 
Badger,  Erastus  Beethoven 
•Bailey,  Joseph  Tilden 
Baker,  Miss  Charlotte  Alice 
•Baker,  Mrs.  Ellen  Maria 
•Baker,  Richard  , 

Baldwin,  William  Henry 
•Ballister,  Joseph  Fennelly 
•Ballister,  Miss  Minetta  Josephine 
Bancroft,  Cornelius  Cheever 
Barlow,  Charles  Lowell 
Barnes,  Charles  Benjamin,  Jr. 
•Barrett,  Edwin  Shepard 
Deceased. 
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Barron,  Clarence  Walker 
Barry,  Charles  Stoddard 
Barry,  George  Thomas 
Barry,  John  Lincoln 
Barry,  John  Lincoln,  Jr. 
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(tlommonrpealtt)  of  fiHaBsati^mtWs. 


^e  it  Slnotain  that  whereas  Thomas  C.  Amory,  Curtis  Guild, 
John  Ward  Dean,  Dorus  Clarke,  Samuel  M.  Quincy,  Wil- 
liam S.  Appleton,  Thomas  Minns,  Henry  F.  Jenks,  John 
T.  Hassam,  and  Dudley  R.  Child,  have  associated  themselves 
with  the  intention  of  forming  a  corporation  under  the  name  of 


Cl^e  I3o0tontan  ^octeti?, 

for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  study  of  the  history  of  Boston,  and 
the  preservation  of  its  antiquities,  and  have  complied  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Statutes  of  this  Commonwealth  in  such  case  made 
and  provided,  as  appears  from  the  certificate  of  the  President, 
Treasurer  and  Directors  of  said  corporation,  duly  approved  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Corporations  and  recorded  in  this  office ; 

Itloto,  C()crcfore,  ST,  Henry  B.  Peirce,  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  Bo  j)ere6p  certtfp  that  said  Thomas  C. 
Amory,  Curtis  Guild,  John  Ward  Dean,  Dorus  Clarke, 
Samuel  M.  Quincy,  William  S.  Appleton,  Thomas  Minns, 
Henry  F.  Jenks,  John  T.  Hassam  and  Dudley  R.  Child, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  legally  organized  and  estab- 
lished as  and  are  hereby  made  an  existing  corporation  under  the 
name  of 

with  the  powers,  rights  and  privileges  and  subject  to  the  limitations, 
duties  and  restrictions,  which  by  law,  appertain  thereto. 


SlSEtttieGifi  my  official  signature  hereunto 
subscribed  and  the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts  hereunto  affixed,  this  ,  second 
day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty  one. 

[Signed] 

HENRY   B.  PEIRCE, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


THE  BOSTONIAN   SOCIETY. 


ORGAmZED   TO  PROMOTE    THE  STUDY  OF  THE  HISTORY  OF  BOS  TO  1^ 
AND   THE  PRESERVATION  OF  ITS  ANTIQUITIES. 

BY-LAWS. 


OBJECTS. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  members,  so  far  as  may  be  in  their  power,  to 
carry  out  the  objects  of  the  Society,  by  collecting,  by  gift,  loan,  or  pur- 
chase, books,  manuscripts,  and  pictures,  and  by  such  other  suitable  means 
as  may  from  time  to  time  seem  expedient. 

II. 

MEMBERS. 

The  members  of  the  Bostonian  Society  shall  be  such  persons,  either 
resident  or  non-resident  in  Boston,  as  shall,  after  having  been  proposed  and 
accepted  as  candidates  at  any  regular  monthly  meeting  by  the  Directors, 
be  elected  by  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  members  present  and  voting. 

III. 

HONORARY  AND  CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

Honorary  and  Corresponding  members  shall  be  nominated  by  the 
Directors,  and  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  by  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present  and  voting.  They  may  take  part  in  the  meetings  of  the  Society, 
but  shall  not  be  entitled  to  vote. 

IV. 

ADMISSION  FEE  AND  ASSESSMENTS. 

Each  member  shall  pay  five  dollars  at  the  time  of  his  or  her  admission, 
and  five  dollars  each  first  day  of  January  afterwards,  into  the  treasury  of 
the  Society  for  its  general  purposes ;  provided,  however,  that  no  person 
joining  the  Society  on  or  after  the  first  day  of  October  in  any  year  shall  be 
required  to  pay  an  additional  assessment  for  the  year  commencing  on  the 
first  day  of  January  following. 

If  any  member  shall  neglect  to  pay  his  or  her  admission  fee  or  annual 
assessment,  for  three  months  after  the  same  is  due,  he  or  she  shall  be 
liable  to  forfeit  his  or  her  membership  at  any  time  when  the  Directors  shall 
so  order. 
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The  payment  of  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars  in  any  one  year  by  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Society  shall  constitute  him  or  her  a  life  member  of  the  Society ; 
life  members  shall  be  free  from  assessments,  and  entitled  to  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  annual  members.  The  money  received  for  such  life  mem- 
bership shall  constitute  a  fund,  of  which  not  more  than  twenty  per  cent., 
together  with  the  annual  income,  shall  be  spent  in  any  one  year. 

V, 

CERTIFICATES. 

Certificates,  signed  by  the  President  and  the  Clerk,  shall  be  issued  to 
all  persons  who  have  become  life  members  of  the  Society. 

VI. 

MEETINGS. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday 
in  January,  and  regular  meetings  shall  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  of 
every  month,  excepting  June,  July,  August  and  September,  at  such  time 
and  place  as  the  Directors  shall  appoint.  Special  meetings  shall  be  called 
by  the  Clerk,  under  the  instruction  of  the  Directors. 

At  all  meetings  ten  members  shall  be  a  quorum  for  business.  All  Com- 
mittees shall  be  appointed  by  the  Chair,  unless  otherwise  ordered. 

VII. 

OFFICERS. 

The  Officers  of  the  Society  shall  consist  of  a  President,  Vice-President 
and  seven  other  Directors,  a  Clerk  and  a  Treasurer. 

The  Directors,  Clerk  and  Treasurer  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the 
annual  meeting  in  January,  and  shall  hold  office  for  one  year,  and  until 
others  are  duly  elected  in  their  stead.  The  President  and  Vice-President 
shall  be  elected  by  the  Board  of  Directors  from  their  number.  The  offices 
of  Clerk  and  Treasurer  may  be  held  by  the  same  person. 

VIII. 

VACANCIES. 

Any  vacancies  in  the  offices  of  the  Society  may  be  filled  for  the  re- 
mainder of  their  term  by  the  Board  of  Directors  at  any  regular  meeting,  to 
serve  until  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society.  In  the  absence  of  the 
Clerk  at  any  meeting,  a  Clerk  pro  tempore  shall  be  chosen  for  that  meeting. 

IX. 

NOMINATING    COMMITTEE. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  in  December,  a  Nominating  Committee  of  five 
persons  shall  be  appointed,  who  shall  report  at  the  annual  meeting  a  list  of 
candidates  for  the  places  to  be  filled. 
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X. 

PRESIDING    OFFICER. 

The  President,  or  in  his  absence  the  Vice-President,  shall  preside  at  all 
meetings.  In  the  absence  of  both,  a  President  ^r^  tempore  shall  be  chosen 
from  the  Board  of  Directors. 

XI. 

DUTIES   OF   THE   CLERK. 

The  Clerk  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 

He  shall  notify  all  meetings  of  the  Society.  He  shall  keep  an  exact 
record  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  meetings  of  the  Society  and  of  its 
Directors. 

He  shall  conduct  the  general  correspondence  of  the  Society,  and  place 
on  file  all  letters  received. 

He  shall  enter  the  names  of  members  systematically  in  books  kept  for 
the  purpose,  and  issue  certificates  of  life  membership. 

The  Clerk  shall  have  such  charge  of  all  property  in  the  possession  of  the 
Society  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  delegated  to  him  by  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

He  shall  acknowledge  each  loan  or  gift  that  may  be  made  to  and 
accepted  in  behalf  of  the  Society. 

XII. 

DUTIES  OF   THE   TREASURER. 

The  Treasurer  shall  collect  all  moneys  due  to  the  Society,  and  pay  all 
bills  against  the  Society,  when  approved  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

He  shall  keep  a  full  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  in  a  book 
belonging  to  the  Society,  which  shall  always  be  open  to  the  inspection  of 
the  Directors ;  and  at  the  annual  meeting  in  January  he  shall  make  a 
written  report  of  all  his  doings  for  the  year  preceding. 

The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  with 
one  surety,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 

XIII. 

DUTIES  AND   POWERS  OF   DIRECTORS. 

The  Directors  shall  superintend  and  conduct  the  prudential  and  execu- 
tive business  of  the  Society ;  shall  authorize  all  expenditures  of  money ; 
fix  all  salaries ;  provide  a  common  seal ;  receive  and  act  upon  all  resigna- 
tions and  forfeitures  of  membership,  and  see  that  the  By-Laws  are  duly 
complied  with. 

The  Directors  shall  have  full  power  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the 
lease  of  the  rooms  in  the  Old  State  House,  made  with  the  City  of  Boston, 
and  to  make  all  necessary  rules  and  regulations  required  in  the  premises. 


8i 

They  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  April,  make  a  careful  comparison 
of  the  articles  in  the  possession  of  the  Society  with  the  list  to  be  returned 
to  the  City  of  Boston  under  the  terms  of  the  lease,  and  certify  to  its 
correctness. 

They  shall  make  a  report  of  their  doings  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Society. 

The  Directors  may,  from  time  to  time,  appoint  such  sub-committees  as 
they  deem  expedient. 

XIV. 

MEETINGS   OF   THE   DIRECTORS. 

Regular  meetings  of  the  Directors  shall  be  held  on  the  day  previous  to 
the  regular  meetings  of  the  Society,  at  an  hour  to  be  fixed  by  the  President. 
Special  meetings  of  the  Directors  shall  be  held  in  such  manner  as  they  may 
appoint ;  and  a  majority  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  business. 

XV. 

FINANCE   COMMITTEE. 

The  President  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  appoint  two 
Directors,  who,  with  the  President,  shall  constitute  the  Committee  of 
Finance,  to  examine,  from  time  to  time,  the  books  and  accounts  of  the 
Treasurer ;  to  audit  his  accounts  at  the  close  of  the  year,  and  to  report 
upon  the  expediency  of  proposed  expenditures  of  money. 

XVI. 

STANDING   COMMITTEES. 

The  President  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  appoint  six 
standing  committees,  as  follows :  — 

Committee  on  the  Rooms. 

A  committee  of  seven  members,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  the 
Rooms,  of  which  the  President  and  Clerk  of  the  Society  shall  be  members 
ex-ojfficiis,  who  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  arrangements  of  the  Rooms, 
(except  books,  manuscripts,  and  other  objects  appropriate  to  the  Library, 
offered  as  gifts  or  loans)  ;  the  hanging  of  pictures,  and  the  general  arrange- 
ment of  the  Society's  collections  in  their  department. 

Committee  on  Papers. 

A  committee  of  three  members,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Papers, 
who  shall  have  charge  of  the  subject  of  papers  to  be  read,  or  other  exercises 
of  a  like  nature,  at  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  Society. 
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Committee  on  Metnbership. 

A  committee  of  five  or  more  members,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on 
Membership,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  give  information  in  relation  to  the 
purposes  of  the  Society,  and  increase  its  membership. 

Committee  on  the  Library. 

A  committee  of  five  members,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  the  Library, 
who  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  arrangements  of  the  Library,  including  the 
acceptance  or  rejection  of  all  books,  manuscripts,  and  other  objects  appro- 
priate to  the  Library,  offered  as  gifts  or  loans,  and  the  general  arrangement 
of  the  Society's  collections  in  their  department. 

Committee  on  Publications. 

A  committee  of  four  members  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Publica- 
tions, who  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  publications  of  the  Society. 

Com.?nittee  on  Mejnorials. 

A  committee  of  three  members,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on 
Memorials,  who  shall  have  charge  of  such  Memorials  as  the  Society  may 
vote  to  erect. 

These  six  committees  shall  perform  the  duties  above  set  forth,  under 
the  general  supervision  of  the  Directors. 

Vacancies  which  may  occur  in  any  of  these  committees  during  their 
term  of  service  shall  be  filled  by  the  President. 

XVIL 

AMENDMENTS  TO   BY-LAWS. 

Amendments  to  the  By-laws  may  be  made,  at  any  annual  meeting,  by 
vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  and  voting.  They  may  also 
be  made  by  the  like  vote  at  any  regular  meeting,  provided  notice  of  the 
same  be  contained  in  a  call  for  such  meeting  issued  by  the  Clerk,  and  seat 
to  every  member. 


